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Fire Department

To the Editor: ; i :
For the past 25 years, it has been my Brivllegebo‘ VO RS

medical director to the county Fire epartment ‘Ihave -

been a strong proponent of having two _param "E e

each pf the oounty‘s 15 advanoed life aupport nmh :

4 '~' '-'l: due to shortages ofbodsornurslng af
‘smergency department delays - have con

th challer eofprovidingeﬁér;&ﬁé&%f i

;- Issues related to this vital service are: comp]ex. ‘How:
o ﬂ.i ever, there ts no doubt that our present method of eerviun :
! m

i ‘l’he planned pilot program éhbuld rovid eh' ' ve'\an'd £
: _Mntservice It will in the numberof V

\L§ capability from 15 to 20, improve service e
/the best use of our existing resources. In the future, as
“pugnber of ALS providers in the department increases, mr
¥ mis to once again staff our paramedic units with two
uk providers each.

I and others applaud the Fire Department‘ plan for
dellvery of service. In addition, I commend you for
enlightening the public about the difficulties faced by the
Fire Department in providing quality emergency medical

service.
Dr. RO\' m
“Crofton
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Miller names group-

t0 check electiicity
deregulation impact

4= )

ANNAPOLIS — Senate
President Thomas V. Mike
Miller Ir. appointed an 11-
member commission last
week to examine the impact
of electricity deregulation, a
landmark law passed by the
General Assembly in 1999,

The commission will as-
sess the progress and impact
of the deregulation law be-
cause Miller (D-Calvert,
Prince Georges! believes i1s
intended goals are not being
met,

"The motivaton for enact-
ing the legislation — lower
unlity prices and a competi-
tive marketplace for Mary-
land’s residental and com-
mercial customers — has not
yet been realized to its fullest
potential,” Miller said in a
statement.

Senate Finance Commit-
tee  Chairman  Thomas
McLain  Middleton (D-
Charles) along with 10 other
senators will consider the role
of the Public Service Commis-
sion and the Maryland Office
of the People’s Counsel in im-
plementing the law.

The commission will also
consider the ways investor-
owned electric utilities and
electric  cooperatives have
been authorized by the Public
Service Commission o pro-
cure power. Electricity for res-
idents of Charles, St Marvs
and parts of Calvert County 15
provided by the Southern
Marvland Electric Coopera-
tive, 2 member-owned unlity
based in Hughesville.

Miller was critical last fall
when SMECO announced a
23 percent rate hike for resi-
dential customers

The commission will also
debate the issue of utlity
grants that are provided by
the state to the countes that
house power plants. The unli-
v grants for the counues were
part of the deregulation law
that wis passed in 1999, The
fiscal 2006 hudget proposed
I Gos, Robert Lo Ehrlich Ir
Roelinmnated the deregula-
non grnis, meanng Caven

aunny lost St mullion and
Charles County lost more
than 32 mullion.

Aalley aned other ol les
makers ane WOTKING T restone
the cuts,

1 recall the clear intent of
the General Assembly. that
upon full implememation. 4
competitive market would
cad to lower cleetne unliny
sates and costs o Mandand
L Lstomers Miller saud
Were not there ver amd |
vant o knnw why

Gov.'s hospital cuts called
‘payback’ by Busch

frkise skt

astid

Capital
watch

Plata — accusing the gover-
nor of “petty political retribu-
ton.”

Buschis aides passed out a
two-page analysis of the cut
on Monday night showing
that Calvert Memorial was
counting on $1.1 million for
expansion and renovation. of
its existing emergency roam.
an addition of a rapid admit
unit and a project that in-
cludes a new sexual assaylt
consult room and bereave-
ment room.

Civista was expecting $1.2
million for its expansion proj-
ect that includes a larger
emergency room to accom-
modate the patient increase
the hospital has received over
the past few years. According
to Buschs office, the hospital
last year experienced 35,000
PIMErgency room Wvisits in a
space  designed o ineat
18,000,

Busch (D-Anne Arundel)
said Ehrlichs $5 million cut
was the first ume in 20 years
that the hospital funding has
been eliminated by the stare.
He said Ehrlich cut the money
because the Maryland Hospi-
tal Association sided with the
legislature in last months
override of the medical nfal-
practice reform legislation
that Ehrlich vetoed.

House Minority Whip An-
thony . O'Donnell (R-Calvert.
St Marvs) said the cut was
due to the governor s commit-
ment 1o proade more school
CONSIIICHON MOoney

The hospital assocration
s refused o comment oun
the vut

"These tvpes of cuts con-
nnue 1o blunt communtics
Al TSt 2rotps e e
diam of specch m o Demuera:
e process,” Busch said inan
mtenview. s petiy political
retribution at ns worst and
goes wav bevend the pale ot
normal poliucal discourse

t Donnell  blasted  the
speaker for calling the o

setpbon
oot all peapie, Sind par

Seulariy anteresig fo Beas
speakers ot
ot politicll rernhtn
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Fire, ambulance appreciation
Snow no problem
for Darlington

181
The Top 10 EMS resp

her fire com
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Donald Thomas, 164; Jason
. 108; Robert Parsons,
Angela Gu 91: John
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Department of Emergency
Services to get two new SUVs

By KONRAD SUROWIEC
Staff Writer
547 F 2

CENTREVILLE — By a 3-2
vote, the Queen Anne's Coun-
ty Commissioners approved
the purchase of two new sport
utility vehicles for $53,486 for
the Department of Emergency
Services and the reallocation
of about $16,750 in capital
funds.

Two 2005 Ford Expeditions
will be purchased off a state
contract for $26,743 each from
Hertrich Fleet Service. One
will be used by the communi-
cations division and one will
be used by the emergency
medical services division. The
total cost for one vehicle will
be $47,300, including the pur-
chase price of the Expedition
and the cost to reconfigure its
interior for use by EMS para-
medics.

John Chew, director of the
department of emergency
services, said one new Expedi-
tion will replace an EMS re-
sponse vehicle that was to-
taled in an accident on April
13. The EMS vehicle was
parked on the shoulder of U.S.
Route 50 near the Chesa-
peake Bay Bridge when a ve-
hicle traveling on Route 350
crashed into it. Scott Haas,
chief of the EMS division,
asked the commissioners to
allow the department of emer-
gency services to use the mon-
ey from the insurance claim
1$30,544.88) and reallocate
$16,751.12 from its capital
budget to pay for the new
EMS vehicle and the interior
refurbishing.

The capital funds had been
designated to buy a cardiac
monitor, which was a priority
during the budget process, but
“the opening of the Queen-

stown site and the shortage of

paramedic units 1s now a
higher prionity,” Chew wrote
in a Dec. 1 memo to County
Administrator Paul Comfort.

R.O. “Nemo” Niedomanski
and Ben Cassell voted Dec. 7
to approve both vehicle pur-
chases and the budget reallo-
cation. Commissioners Mike
Koval and Gene Ransom vot-
ed no. Koval questioned the
need for the new EMS vehicle.

Haas said the new Expedi-
tion will bring the total back
to six EMS response vehicles.
There are four EMS stations,
but two “high use” stations
have two vehicles each, said
Haas. He said two vehicles are
needed at shift changes be-
cause a paramedic completing
a call often returns a couple
hours after his shift ends,
while the paramedic coming
on duty often has to respond
to a call soon after his shift be-
gins. County EMS stations
are at Kent Narrows, the de-
partment of emergency servic-
es building near Centreville,
the Queenstown Firehouse
and the Sudlersville Tire-
house. In November, county
EMS staff also began provid-
ing ambulance service from
the Queenstown Firehouse,
but the ambulance is provided
by the Queenstown Volunteer
Fire Company.

The other new Ford Expedi-
tion will be used by the com-
munications division as a
“communications response ve-
hicle,” Chew wrote in the
memo to Comfort. [t will re-
spond to emergency events;
carry spare radios, batteries
and charging support; and
provide radio communications
with users not on the 800
megahertz system. Funds for
the new vehicle are in the de-
partment’s capital budget.
The Expedition will replace a
1996 Ford Crown Victoria
with 180,000 miles.

Chew said the department of

emergency services has 11 ve-
hicles: six for the EMS divi-
sion, two each for the commu-
nications and emergency
management divisions. and
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Cardiologist Explains Importance Of Home Defibrillators

BALTIMORE -- A Maryland doctor thinks about heart health every day -- not only as a cardiologist, but also as
a heart patient. He recently explained the importance of home defibrillators in WBAL-TV 11's Cardio Check.

Dr. Stephen Pollock, a cardiologist at Baltimore's St. Joseph Medical Center,
knows all too well the dangers of sudden cardiac arrest, from patients and
personal experience. Pollock's father died due to sudden cardiac arrest at
the age of 54. Pollock was only 18.

"Some people would say it has made me a little neurotic, or made me a
cardiologist, but I have always been concerned about sudden cardiac death
and its effect on the family," Pollock said.

"When you lose a family member
to SCD, it is a devastating
experience. There's no warning.
One minute they're there, and next
minute they're gone," Pollock

@ Virtual Heart
B Heart Risk Test
—
- Menu Maker
] Risk Factors
1 warning Signs

€] Treatments added.

£ Heart-Heaithy Diet

? Know Your Heart Sudden cardiac arrest concerned

2 women.and Heait Pollock so much that he purchased
Health an automatic external defibrillator

& Family History Of (AED). As a man who has had

Siscaga’ several angioplasties, he calls it

insurance.

¥~/ American Heart "There's not always someone at home, bad luck is bad luck. But if
Association something happens to me, my family would be capable of resuscitating me
#-/CDC Cardiovascular instantly and giving me an opportunity to live out my life with them,"
Heart Program Pollock said.

> Mational Heart,
Lung, and Blood

Institute

Pollock said the AEDs are user-friendly.

“Basically, [the AED] walks you through [the procedure]. All you do is open
it and call for help. It will actually walk you through what you have to do and it even has pictures of where to
put the pads," he said.

The doctor said the AED gives him a sense of comfort.

"I don’t want my children to go through that, I don't want my wife to go through that. This is just part of that,
along with seeing the doctor and taking care of myself," Pollock said.

While Pollock doesn't recommend home defibrillator to his patients, he is a public advocate for making AEDs
available in all public places.

The cost on the machines continues to decrease, and they currently range in price around $1,200.

Stay with TheWBALChannel.com and WBAL-TV 11 News for the latest Cardio Check and health
updates.
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GALFENA - The Galena Fire
Company Inc. has received a
grant of $113,125 from the
2004 Assistance to Firefighters
Grant Program administered by
the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

Galena  Volunteer  Fire
Company will use the funds to
purchase equipment for fire-
fighter and EMS personnel
safety. These items will include
EMS protective gear, self-con-

tained breathing apparatus
upgrades, rapid intervention
team equipment, an air cascade
unit and fit testing equipment.

The funding, part of $745
million nationwide, will be
awarded to several thousand
fire departments in the current
fiscal year.

“We recognize the impor-
tance of the Fire Act Grants 1o
our nation's fire departments
and we will continue to work

closely with the fire service
community to meel their
needs,” said C. Suzanne
Mencer, director of Department
of Homeland Security Office of
State and Local Government
Coordination and Preparedness
(SLGCP).

The Assistance to Firefighter
Grant Program benefits rural,
urban and suburban fire depart-
ments throughout the United
States. These funds increase the

effectiveness ol fire fighting
operations, firefighter health
and safety programs. new fire
apparatus, emergency medical
service programs and lire pre-
vention and safety programs in
local departments.

“In this nation, far too many
individuals lose their lives or
are injured by fire. Among
these victims are fircfighters
who  provide  cmergency

Galena Fire Company receives Homeland Security grant

fesponse cervice to then felionw

residents.” wiid VLS. Lne
Admistrator R avad
Paulison. ~lhe nation’s  fe-
fighters and American homes

are safer today through this
important grant program h

For more information on the
grant program or the USEA,
contact the Grants PProgram
Office at 1-866-274-0942 o1 ¢-
mail FIREGRANTS @ dhs.gon
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PuBLIC SAFETY AWARDS

yA i

The Knights of Columbus held its Public Safety Awards program
Saturday to recognize those in the community who ensure the
public safety of its citizens. Prince George's County Volunteer
Firefighter LaVon McMullen and EMT Phillip Bird received the
Prince George's County Firefightér 8T THE Year award. Jonathon
Bigony was selected as the Bowie Volunteer Firefighter of the
Year. Cpl. Melvin Proctor of Police District Il in Bowle was
recognized as the Police Officer of the Year.

TOP: Mayor G. Fred Robinson stands with Bird, Proctor and
Bigony.

ABOVE: Robinson stands with Bigony, Grand Knight Rich Boehm,
and BVFD Chief Pete Mellitts.

RIGHT: District Il commander Maj. Michael Blow, Robinson and
Proctor.

Courtesy photos




GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

GREENBELT, MD
WEEKLY 11,000

FEB 3 2005
M0 0O Ot
Capital Clipping Service

56 | ]
N H PN 8 |} PR

| Principals Receive

Emergency Training
Aided by federal grant fund-
ing, the Prince George's County
Public School system has rolled
out a new systemic emergency
response and crisis intervention
training program for all principals
and their staffs. The first of five
training sessions was held at
county police headquarters to en-
sure schools and emergency re-
sponders have the same expecta-
tions during a crisis. ¢ =B

Funded by a $529,000 grant
from the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office of Safe and
Drug-Free Schools, a staft devel-
opment program has been created
by the schools’” Department of Se-
curity Services. This training is
designed to address a “Code Red.
Lock-Down™ situation such as
where there 1s an active shooter in
a school.

Using a train-the-trainer strat-
egy, principals and their emer-
gency response coordinators will
attend training sessions and return
to their schools. Each emergency
response coordinator will imple-
ment staff training sessions at their
school. Schools will also receive
radios, bull horns and training
materials to improve communica-
tion during a lock-down situation.
The training covers police re-
sponse, fire/EMS response and re-
covery/mental health resources.

-



CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

CUMBERLAND, WD
FRIDAY 30,309
FEB 4 2005

ﬂ,__.,_:____,___,_s,_ﬂ____g__E_,s_,_:___ﬂ_:_f___

ping Service '

LE]

capital Clip

kL) ...
x.3¢c. ’

Over-burdened

LTS
Most of us involved in mEmamonnw ﬁf:.

lance Service have been aware of a pending
volunteer crisis in Allegany County EMS com-

umswmm.. meﬁim_m
=Ema at various levels
OO?_?EZ;_Q

have brought no
viable solutions.
Suggestions from
EMS companies
have centered around increasing appropria-
tion levels or simply paying members on a full-
time basis. However, in a county so reduced in
population by loss of indstry and property
taxes at near limits, officials find these objec-
tionable. However, more and more stress has
been placed on fewer and fewer volunteers so
that we must look hard now before it is too
late.

We have shied away from the only viable
solution, that is, to consolidate companies.
Most do not want to hear this word, for territo-
ry is uppermost in 2!l our minds. .., . -

However, the needs of the citizens should
always be first, and therefore this avenue

must be considered.

First, let's look at numbers. Garrett county
serves about 30,000 people with two compa-
nies or about 15,000 each. Washington County
serves about 150,000 people with eight compa-
nies, or nearly 19,000 each. We in Allegany
county serve about 70,000 people with 14 or 15
companies, less than 5,000 each on the aver-
age. We can do better.

Of course, there may be disadvantages to
consolidating. It will be said that an ambu-
lance would be a greater distance from some
people. The fact is that if that now-closer
ambulance does not respond, another from
farther away is summoned to do so and that,
in some cases, can be many miles.

It may be said that consolidation would
threaten and take away territory, but if we look
at it another way, each company together with
another would actually gain new territory and
new responsibility. -~ ;

Many,but not all companies, use third-party
aw_ﬁ.ﬂ a means of support alon
scri programs. Eacly compary

A

with sub> -
s

share of county appropriation funding which,
in this county, is now divided 14 or 15 ways.
There is also a small amount of state funding
each year. However, by reducing the number
of companies, ‘'we would certainly raise the
voa.o: of coun funding to each, and state
monies as vell. Income from third-party
billing would increase as consolidated compa-
nies responded to larger territory and hence
more .

&€& ..more and more stress has
been hwmnwﬁ.—eu fewer and fewer
-volunteers, so that we must look
Er.&ﬁm!—wn—"cnn it is too late.. 99

thiy

>=o5mu advantage might be fewer ambu-
lance vehicles required to serve the county.
These have become vastly more_expensive, ,

purchase and maintain them. The question
that may come to the fore in all this is, if we
can answer the calls now, how could we
answer them in consolidation? Will we need
more volunteers?

Volunteers are our most valuable resource.
They are more valuable than all the equip-
ment in all the companies. Without them,
nothing moves, no one is served. Consolidat-
ing provides more opportunity to use skills, to
meet and serve more people, perhaps at some
point, to actually benefit financially which, of
course, goes back to one of the requests of
some members. ‘

This would not be easy to bring into being.
The county would need to be studied for maxi-
mum effect and location of companies. Howev-
er, it is almost certain that no citizen would be
neglected by being too far away from emer-
gency ambulance service.

It is not only worth considering but worth an
intensive study.

“number would lessen the boners . Sam Metz

Barton
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Group Wants Hospitals to Report Infections

By DANIEL YEE
Associated Press Writer

February 7, 2005, 5:47 PM EST

ATLANTA -- A consumer group has been pushing for hospitals to report rates of patients infected
during their hospital stays, although medical officials have been reluctant to do so out of concerns over
cost and whether publicly releasing the data will fix the problem.

The Consumers Union, which publishes the popular magazine Consumer Reports, wants states to
require hospitals to make public data on patients infected at hospitals. That's because each year there are
2 million healthcare-related infections -- including 90,000 deaths, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

"It is a problem," said Lisa McGiffert, senior policy analyst for the group. "It affects the lives of 5
percent to 10 percent of hospital patients, who sometimes suffer debilitating long-term health
consequences. We do want to give the system a little bit of a shove to take action."

The consumer push for better health information has already prompted four states -- Florida, Illinois,
Missouri and Pennsylvania -- to require hospitals to make public such data.

Yet each of the states have fledgling reporting systems, as there is no industry standard. And existing
Web sites that offer hospital information to consumers often have limited data, are difficult for
consumers to use, or do not provide data on specific hospitals, McGiffert said.

Later this month, the federal health agency is expected to release recommendations on the best ways
states can work with hospitals to make infection data public. A draft of the agency's plan was expected
to be released Tuesday at the meeting of The Association for Professionals in Infection Control and
Epidemiology in Atlanta.

The CDC became involved after many state officials sought the Atlanta-based agency's guidance on
how best to report hospital infection rates.

"You want to have data ... so consumers can make decisions but also health care providers can use for
improvement," said Dr. Denise Cardo, director of the CDC's division of healthcare quality promotion.

The CDC recommends that states make the most of local infection control experts and the vast array of
knowledge the federal agency has built against infections in the last 30 years. In addition, states are
urged to use existing public health data collection methods and to make sure any data collected is useful
to the public and to health officials.

But hospitals and the CDC say there's not enough evidence that releasing infection rates to the public
actually helps hospitals reduce the problem. Hospital officials say that collecting and analyzing the data
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- would be another huge task on top of other responsibilities -- including saving people's lives -- amid

budget limitations.
"We are very interested in sharing our data with the public to make them safe and to provide a higher
quality of core " said Nancy Foster of the American Hospital Association. "But how de you do that

credibly?” We don't need another set of data graveyards."

The hospital infection rates would have to be validated, which is neither easy to do nor cheap, Foster
said. In addition, focus groups have had trouble understanding the information, she said.

But McGiffert says the infections cost hospitals about $5 billion dollars a year, so it makes sense for
hospitals to do everything possible to reduce the rates -- including making the problem known to the
public.

"If they can reduce infections by half, they can save hospitals a lot of money," she said.

*

On the Net:

CDC info: http://'www.cdc.gov

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology: hitp://www.apic.org
American Hospital Association: http://www.aha.org

Consumers Union: http:/ www.consumersunion.org

Copyright © 2005, The Associated Press
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Emeragency Rooms Busy As Flu Season Kicks In

Officials: Only Use ERs For True Emergencies

BALTIMORE -- Widespread influenza cases are crowding emergency rooms statewide, prompting
health officials to ask residents to use them only for true emergencies.

"When hospital emergency departments are nearing capacity,
ambulances may have to be diverted away from the closest
hospital," state health secretary S. Anthony McCann said Tues_day..
"Please use emergency rooms only for true medical emergencies. :

Gov. Robert Ehrlich said no one should hesitate to seek emergency
services, "but when calling 911, be sure there is a true emergency

situation.”
INFLUENZA . .
o T — Emergency departments throughout Maryland are experiencing
€1 This Ygafs a significant increase in patient visits, the Maryland Institute for

Hecommendations Emergency Medical Services Systems said.

il Prevention

€] Treating Flu Dr. Robert R. Bass, MIEMMS Executive Director, said emergency

€] protect Kids activity normally peaks in the winter when flu and other respiratory

€] pregnancy Risks illnesses peak.

€] cold Or Flu?

& worried About Stay with TheWBALChannel.com and WBAL-TV 11 News for
Geliing Fiu? the latest health updates.

23 Fight Flu At Work
J<,CDC Flu Site
&~/ Map: Flu Trends

2, How Viruses Work AREAFRING NEWS ALENTS
</ Find A Flu Shot )
Clinic Enter E-mail
| Subscribe |

Copyright 2005 by The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be pub_ﬁshed,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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ey Many Maryland E.R.s Are Reaching Email This Story —
— : . | Print This Story

National News Capacity v ew 9:40 AMIEITT

Click Here To Enlarge Image
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Video Litary Feb 9, 2005 9:40 am US/Eastern
ning Edition Baltimore, MD (WJZ) A critical situation is facing
some Maryland hospitals.

{minance : Money Many injured or sick patients are struggling to find e

Snorts available emergency rooms. =i

Lottery E.R's statewide are nearing capacity levels and

|Recines doctors say the flu is to blame.

WJZ Programs Video

tCommumty The state's Emergency Medical Management & Local Emergency Rooms

[Inside W2 Services Agency is directing ambulances to are Crowded, Kai Jackson '”"‘:
Contact Us emergency rooms which have vacant examination Reports Tr
Copyright rooms to have alleviate the problem.

Search Top Stories

find [ Patients without life threatening injuries and illnesses are urged to stay away
=~arc from emergency rooms and to make a doctor's appointment instead.

(® MMV, CBS Broadcasting Inc., All Rights Reserved.)

More Local News Articles:

e Many Maryland E.R.s Are Reaching Capacity v NEW 9:40 AMICITITTTY

1-95 Closed After Howard County Accident v UPDATED 9:20 AM

Teacher Reassigned After Controversial Sex Quiz v JPDATED 9:20 aMICITTT
O'Malley Accuses Ehrlich's Office of Spreading Rumors v JPDATED 9:05 AM
BWI to Ocean City Flights Planned v NEW 8:55 AM

e e & 0

Meet Baltimore Singles at Metrodate.com

Find someone special in Baltimore at Metrodate.com! Metrodate.com features free photo,
video and .oice member profiles. Create a free profile today, or try a free search.
www.metrodate.com

Baltimore Real Estate - RealEstate.com

Search Baltimore home listings, new homes for sale, find a REALTOR® and get pre-
qualified for a home loan. Get a free gift card worth $2000, and more!
www.realestate.com

§150,000 Mortgage for Under $690/Month
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14 named
to council
T ShAE
CENTREVILLE — The
Queen Anne's County Com-
missioners appointed 14
members to the county’s De-
partment of Emergency Ser-
vices Advisory Council. 4
e commissioners voted 5.
on Feb 1 to appoint 10 vot-
ing members and four non. -
voting to the advisory coun-
cil. Voting members include
Queen Anne’s County Sheriff
Charles Crossley, Capt. Mar-
-4in Knight of the Maryland
. Btate Police; Centreville
‘lios ;Chief Ben Cohey;
Obinnadurai = Devada ;
peen Anne’s County h th
i r; Dr. Deborah Davis,
jurisdictional medical dirgc-
to;;Ted Jackson, chairma# of
the Queen Anne’s County
Fire Chiefs Association; Lon-
nie Anthony, vice chairman
e Queen Anne's County
Fire Chiefs Association; Guy
Schelhouse, chairman of the
~ambulance committee; Fran-
cig C. Coursey III, volunteer
firefighter with the Church
Hill Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny; and Robert Finck, a vol-
unteer__emergency medical
s&rvices provider with the
Kent Island Volunteer Fire
Department. The non-voting
members are county staff
with the Department of
Emergency Services: .John
Chew. director; Robbie Black-
1ston, communications chief;
Gail Oldershaw, emergency
management chief: and Scott
Haas, EMS chief
Th. 1'% voting member,
Kent Island resident Mike
Hoffman, was appointed by
the county commissioners in
September 2004 to fill the
“consunier po-ition on the
advisory council.
The fifth non-voting mem-

her 1= be the fire coordinator
&y i

Prpesd ! 3 RN O B | et
SUTVICE= <Tuid po=1iton 1that -

At vl “'.".""{



CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

CUMBERLAND, MD
WEDNESDAY 30,396
FEB 9 2005

0 00O OO

CapitalClipping Service

16 n
L It [ 8 ...

; eney -
16 clow ances niay Tiave fo.be diverted aw

‘MeCann said Tuesday. “Please use emergency rooms

Jorfrue medical emergencies.” 0
-~ 'Gov. Robert Ehrlich said no one should hesitate to seek
| emergency services, “but when calling 911, be sure there is
.a true emergency situation.” , '

 Emergency departments throughout Marylan
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Keeping trac
of chemicals
in Harford

By Jessica Aldon .
A kev Harford publ rehip position (
hands 1n January amid when k ard Brooks ¢

sville took over as the commattee 1 nsi-
for keeping track of the myrad chemical threats to public
Ith

Brooks, 4715 a famibiar face to those who work in the pub-
lic safety ficld and to the committee he ook over effective
Jan. 19 But the average aitizen of Harford County generally
15 better off at umes when the organization 15 dealing with
relatvely low profile matters The ¢ tiee, known by the
bureaucratically ambiguous moniker Local Emergency
Planning Committee, was formed in the mid-1980s in the
aftermath of an acaidental release of chemicals at a plant in
Bhopal. India. Thousands of people led and thou-
sands more 1njured

Ite o hight that many of the same safety issues that
had made possible the

were

sues wh

-agedv were also o
ture and transport of poten-

hopal t

came t

the storage. manuf

ncern a
1 was federal
Reauthonz n Al —

which was signed into law on Ogt
Harford Countv officials Title 111 of ©
Emergency Planning and Con
simply SARA Title 111 for <ho

The i

it the potentia
und Amendr
v its initials, SARA
3, 1956
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prable

Super
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stablish v
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e requirement that o
¢ committees. In H
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Richard Brooks is

e

mergency Plannimg Commitiee, chnef operating officer for Harr

chairman

e {ampany

r T the commities b with the commitiee
1t o time we will have t “1 hope we can hive up to the community's nght to
1 Brooks said *l think we've been doing a good job with

of the LEPC and making sure 1l
nazardous chemicals in the ar
1 how Harford (
warks. Brooks be

dictions and exp

the
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owled
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m other

wre County
rency Planning Commut ars and has
te Volunteer Fire Company fo
ing most recently as the fire company

Brooks was

volunteer with Norrisv

il yvears

He said h unique s
with regard n Proving (
the Clorox plant in Perryman, an ammonia shipping ¢
Havre nd other operatio deal in pou
hazardous= d. as are m
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ough the county

the comr
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Norrisville man in charge of plan

In case of emergency

LEPC, fior ks 11 also a certified para-
agent ‘te 810N goes on emer-
that

s a lieutenant
Fire

truck 1t
5 said

orting to
n worked; on
train col-

vert Hall

ducation

Com lege of
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ope we can continue
1 the county on v
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‘crowding emergency rooms . e BT Y
‘wide, prompting health offi-

cials to residents to use them d’epartﬁents' =5

“O%nt rggs;rint:lrg:;ggl}cy are nearing { '
S s my  capacity,
th;l tl‘tlzlosest hospsi?al,;n t;:)a;; ambulances :
&cCan;escali-slt%rgesday. “Please may have

use emergency rooms only for =

true medical emergenmﬁs.}']’ ; to be dwe =
Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.

said no one should hesitate to away mRN

seek emergency services, “but g Anthony McCann
when calling 911, be sure there

retar
is a true emergency situation.” State health secretary
Emergency departments

t Maryland are e . . )
A
in patient visits, the Maryland . F
Institute for EM. respiratory illnesses peak.
ical Services Systems sal

Dr. Robert R. Bass, MIEMMS

Executive Director, said emer-
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SYEB
s EMS officers for 2005

ncy Medical Services Offi-
Administrator Terry Pilk-
Winfield Miller. Not

Fire Dept. elect
Queenstown Volunteer Fire Department Emerge
cers for 2005 include, from the left, Lt. Jim Lewis,
erton, Capt. Ronnie Harrison, and Asst. Administrator
pictured: Lt. Gerald Kellam and Hose Twister Larry Scearce.

|
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- Jonathan McKenney,
an EMT with Gra-
sonville Volunteer Am-
bl_l,_lance Department,
Laids  the Captain’s
‘~ard he received at
e doDas ik 48 annu-

ai dmner.

2004 tha ndw

. “ago, .in early
bm.ld.mg was “still a distant

dream.” Planning for ‘the

: bu.lldmg began several years .

\GVAD Prealdent Jmm:y

O’Donnell 'said constructwn
on the ambulance buil
“located ‘on Main Street -
to the Grasonnlle Flreh

.,

began in . early. Nove:pber '

¢ 2004 and the department is

shooting for complétion in
May. GVAD Vice President
Bill Russell said the two-sto-
ry structure will hold four
ambulances and have a meet-
ing room, kitchen, showers, i
and bunk room.

“It’s been a long while com-
ing,” said O'Donnell, . -

“Kmkmg and a(:reammg ‘all
the way,” said Russell.

The chicken and roast beef
dinner was followed by words
of thanks from GVAD officers
to service clubs, community
residents, and neighbgring

See GVAD, p.5
X

4:- -



GVAD.

volunteer fire depa:{féel_lts
and emergency medical serv-

ices units in Queen Anne’s -

County. GVAD Capt. Guy

Schelhouse thanked Steve

‘McCombs, chief of Gra
sonville Volunteer Fire' De.
partment, “for working with

us and helping us become a -

better department.”
Queen Anne'’s County Com-
missioner Ben Cassell gave

the oath of office to the -

GVAD officers for 2005. Ad-
ministrative officers include:
O’Donnell, president; Rus- °
sell, vice president; Sandy
West, recording secretary;
Kit Buckingham, correspon-
ding secretary; Larissa

George and Billy ‘Seymour, .

members of the board of di-
rectors. Line officer include:

. Schelhouse, . captmn Greg .
Harrison, first ‘lieutenant; -

Blackwood second lieu-
tenant; and Frank Bell, ser-
geant. Two administrative
officers not at the installa-
tion ceremony were Robin
" ODonnell, treasurer, and

Volunteer Ambulance
Department, presented
the Director’s Award to
Guy Schelhouse, GVAD
captain.

-~

drew thkwoﬁd, d 1)
Bill Russell, vice presiden ;3 ]

TH e - n' {
ber of the board of. diractors, Larissa George, '
tors; Guy Schelhouse, eaptain; and Frank Bell, sergeant. Not shown ar
’ Robm O’Donne].l treasurer; an i

Feb. 5. Infront,ﬁ'onl

Jeff Risley, a member of the
board of directors.

Jimmy O’Donnell (ght), president of Grasonville

éega, .

EMT Jon McKenney re-
ceived the Captain’s Award
and the award for GVAD’s

" top responder in 2004 with

232 calls. McKenney, Harri-
son and Russell received

five-year service awards. The-

Attendant of the Year
Award; voted on by members
of the department, was pre-
sented to Schelhouse. He
also received the Director’s
Award.

Awards were presented to
volunteers who responded to
25 or more calls in 2004 The
group included: Matt
Coursey, 25; Erica Halsey, 35;
Jim O’Donnell, 36; Rob
Stroterhoff, 44; Blackwood,
55; Harrison, 59; Kenny
Cross, 66; Seymour, 74; Char-
lie McLaughlin, 86; Bell, 91;

~~

__utenant' Billy'Sé '
member of the board of

irectors member. '

and Schelhouse, 189.

GVAD presented certif
cates of appreciation to Te
Jackson, a Church Hill vo
unteer firefighter and chai
man of the Queen Anne
County Fire and EMS Con
mission; and Grasonville re:
ident Barbara Wilkerson,
longtime supporter of Gr:
sonville’s volunteer fire ar
ambulance departments.

GVAD is celebrating @
years of service. The amb
lance squad was organized
1974 as part of GVFD. T
ambulance department b
came a separate incorpore
ed organization in 1991. Ru
sell said GVAD has 37 mer
bers, including seven par
medics and about 20 EM'
and 10 drivers.
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mpting health officials to.
k fesidents to use them only
e emergencies.

. Representatives from fire
departmenl Emergency Med-

ical Services programs, hospi-
tal emergency departments
anddocal health depanments

, m been monitoring Yellow

activity at-the area hospi-

“fals. A Yellow Alert indicates

that: a hospital emergency

department is experiencing a
temporary overload and

possible. Bven

Yellow Alert, area hospitals

refmain open to treat seriously
ill or injured patients.

“When hospital emergency
departments are nearing
capacity, ambulances may

eﬂcyromnssmde.~=

‘(DHMH) reportéd the flrst

'one L

of Health anﬂMen 1K

firmed flu case: Ma:ylandog
Oct.28, 2004 alr?d curren

emer ncysewloes,"but
calling 911 be’ﬁure“’ﬂlere
eemergencyﬂtuaﬁon

ts ambulances to trans-
; ﬁf&hents to an% mmuatw
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‘bparunent’s top performers in

a of saving lives and dousing
Calvert County. Local mete-
pgist Doug Hill began - the
g by comphmenung the

Seeaonquct Paqe Al

awards banquet mcogmzes-l "

roll Spriggs

: - STAFF PHOTO BY ROB PERRY -

From Ioft. J-l Fire Department and Rescue Squad Chief -
Ozzle Osborne, Deputy Chlth Rickv Hayes, Assistant Chief Jonathan Riffe,
top EMS and flre runner of 2004 Michael Nast! and De EM. '
ggs pose for a photo at the HVFDRS banguet Saturda W
North Bmh Fire Hall, Nastl lnMred 709 EMS calls aM 544 ﬂu a}l 5
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Moum 457. The members
< ', who made more than 200 fire
célls were: Robert Roundtree Jr,

-"'"204; Clinton Cox Jr., 206; Dave

" Willis, 211; Drew Amick, 215;
; Bdward Bivens, ' 216;  ‘Mike
‘Montgome:

278; Carroll Spriggs, 286; John
Dorsey, 324; Jon Riffe, 343; Ricky
Hayes, 396; Gene Farrell, 388;
Ozzie Osbourn, 447; Danny
Cox, 470; and Chris Hengsten-
berg, 472.

“The top runner for both fire
and EMS calls was Michael
Nasti. Nasti responded to 709
EMS calls and 544 fire calls.

“*The department presented
the honorable Life Saving
Award to members who re-
sponded to three separate inci-
dénts where their actions con-
tributed to saving the life of a
citizen.

Deputy Chief Rmky Hayes,
Lt- Stacy Clay, EMT Jessi
Nutwell, paramedics Stanis In-
scoe, Herbert Hamilton, Capt.
Russell Wells and firefighters

'R]nky347 o i

; ,238; Kevin Farrell,
. -257; Paul Rol ison,?ﬁo.'ﬁmoﬂ\y :
- * Nicholson, 262; David Cooper,

“Calve
:Memorlal, the paﬂent‘s heart
‘rate had been raised to near Chris
* gineers, Norman Hawkins ‘and

normal.

Bivens, EMT Bnttany McLel-
land, Nutwell, EMT Kevin Far-
rell, Brian Thrasher, Officer John
Borden, firefighters Robert
Roundtree St and Mike Nasti,
Osbourn, EMT Bo McKenney
and paramedic John Hassler re-
ceived the Life Saver Award for a

call they responded to on May

15, 2004.

At around 12:54 p.m.; the de-
partment received a call for an
unconscious child in the 4300
block of South Creek Court.
When the crew arrived, they
found a 5-year-old girl uncon-
scious in a pool.

The crew was told by peoplé
on the scene that the child was
in the pool at the bottom for a
long period of time.

John Dorsey; Safety Officer,
Clmtoncox]r mmharyoﬁicets
— President, Erika i
Vice President Betty J _

Michelle Armslrong;

Otherouimndmgmemhem i
who mﬁonomd at the ban--
quet were:
BMStoolcieof theyear lgw.l

Hezmtenbe:g _
Firefighter of the year: Genn i
Farrel, :
EMS of the yeax Bnttany
McLelland;
Restue person of t’he year: -
Mike Montgomery;
Chiéf’s Award: Stacy Clay;
Officer of the Year: Jon Riffe.
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- . TACO BELL DONATES TO'RESCUE"SQUAﬂ"-i‘i-Th'E‘Oa'Iﬂand Taco Bell rece iy
dopated $3,132 to the_Southern Garrett County _'-Ramh_q_ggya& io"_supﬁqrt ;
quad’s Tew building campalgn. Taco Bell pledged 20 percent of all sales made. it
its Garrett Highway restaurant between the hours of 5 and 8 p.m. from July through
gember 2004. The restaurant paid an additional $50 bonus when the 20 percent
figure exceeded $60. Supporters boosted sales above the 20 percent level 22 times
during the campaign's 26 Tuesdays, earning bonuses totaling $1,100, noted a Taco
Bell spokesperson. Pictured, left to right, at the check presentation are Oakland
Taco Bell manager Olive DeWitt, Barbara Tichnell, SGCRS financial secretary, and
Dayid Moon, SGCRS president. Taco Bell plans to kick off a series of "Dog Day
Mondays" beginning Feb. 21 to raise funds for the Oakland City Police Depart-
ment's purchase of a new K-9 dog. The new dog is necessary to replace the de-
padtment’s current K-9, Uro, who is 7 years old and suffering some health plob-
188, The cost of certifying a new K-9 and its handler Is estimated at $10,000,
noted the spokesperson. In the past, the K-8 has been instrumental in inyestigating
narcotics violations, building searches, and tracking burglary suspects. Wo




REPUBLICAN

OAKLAND, MD
WEEKLY 11,072
FEB 10 2005

A

capital Clipping Service

§ LK}
:3 22  § PP

LIONS MAKE DONATION’- The Oakland/Mtn. '
Lake Park Lions Club recently donated $1,000 to the
Southern Garrett County Rescue Squad to support the
squad's new building campaign. Eric Sanders, the
club's first vice president, is pictured at left present-
ing the check to David C. Moon, SGCRS president.
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Flu Season Arrives, Late but Potent

Sufferers Overflow Emergency Rooms, and 24 Maryland Hospitals Set Restrictions

B Nednek Runkle and D'Vera Cohn
Washington Post Staff Writers
Friday, February 11, 2005; Page B0

At a hospital in Annapolis, some emergency room patients waited three to five hours to see a doctor
yesterday. At the University of Virginia, twice as many students as usual have reported flulike illnesses.
And in the District, Elizabeth Latwin couldn't seem to find anyone who wasn't feeling lousy.

"Everyone in the office was sick. Everyone I go to school with is getting sick," said Latwin, a Catholic
University law student. "We're passing it around to each other."

The winter season for flu and other illnesses has hit the Washington region later than usual this year,
emptying offices and schools and sending overflow crowds to emergency rooms with gastrointestinal
problems and upper respiratory infections.

By 2:30 p.m. yesterday, the Maryland agency responsible for coordinating emergency medical treatment
reported that 24 hospitals, most in the Baltimore area, were filling with so many sick people that their
staffs could no longer accept ambulance runs in cases that were not life-threatening.

Twelve hospitals in the state were operating under a "red alert," which meant that their emergency
rooms were so crowded that they had to turn some patients away, according to the Web site operated by
the Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems. Among the hardest-hit areas are Anne
Arundel and Howard counties.

"I've been working in D.C. for more than nine years, and this is the worst I've seen.” said Jack Dubin,
medical director of the emergency room at Washington Hospital Center. "Every hospital is busy. There
are very long waits."

Other sufferers, among the walking wounded, soldiered on with their trusty Z-PAKs, green cardboard
packets of the antibiotic Zithromax, which is commonly prescribed for bronchial infections.

Latwin, an Arlington County resident who juggles her law studies with an iternship in the Montgomery
County state's attorney's office, said she came down with what she thinks was just a nasty cold, not the
flu. But it sent her temperature soaring and robbed her of her voice for six days.

A spokeswoman at Anne Arundel Medical Center said yesterday that about 40 people had been admitted
to the Annapolis hospital in the previous 24 hours. That's up from an average of about 25, said the
spokeswoman, Martha Harlan.

"It's not just one bug that's causing all this," said Richard L. Alcorta, who heads the Maryland Institute
for Emergency Medical Services Systems. At one emergency room, he said, doctors found that about 20
percent of the patients had the influenza A strain. The rest were suffering from viral infections that
caused upper respiratory and gastrointestinal distress.

Some doctors also reported a seasonal jump in the number of cases of strep throat.
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But gauging the severity of the flu outbreak was difficult because in many jurisdictions it is an illness
that is reported on a voluntary basis to health officials.

"Especially with the weather going hot and cold, hot and cold, we usually see it," said Stephen M. Bane,
an ear, nose and throat specialist in private practice near Potomac Hospital in Woodbridge. He said the
number of flu cases seems to be lower than typical for this time of year.

"There have been some isolated flu outbreaks in the D.C. area, but nothing like we usually get. We may
get away without a major flu outbreak this year," he said.

Maryland's Department of Health and Mental Hygiene reported a total of about 1,030 laboratory-
confirmed cases of influenza as of yesterday, spokesman John Hammond said. He cautioned that
because influenza is not a medical condition that health care providers must report to state officials, the
numbers give only a rough approximation of the illness's spread.

A chart on the agency's Web site shows that confirmed cases are coming in at a rate of about 250 a
week, still well below the peak of about 350 a week reported in the 2003-04 season. That spike in flu
cases also occurred in the last three weeks of 2003.

Public officials across the region have been urging people to use common sense before heading to the
hospital. If a person is breathing well, running a fever that can be managed with over-theTcounter
medications and keeping down fluids, the person probably can ride it out, the officials said.

But a sick person who runs a higher temperature, feels short of breath, has trouble keeping fluids down
and becomes lightheaded when going from sitting to standing should seek medical attention --
preferably from a primary-care physician first, Alcorta said. People with serious underlying health
conditions, such as asthma or HIV infections, should not hesitate to seek medical care, he said.

Staff writers Michele Clock, David A. Fahrenthold and Susan Kinzie contributed to this report.

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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have been oveépriin xy'ltlj sniﬂly. achy pa-
tients as the ﬂu takehf'hold in Maryland,

doesn’t leave en o\_' t
critical - patientsi.w
serious ﬂlnes?bs,

State heal mgEgenc

ment officialshissusd\a ' Joint ‘statement .
this week askifig'f <‘strh‘et'ers 1o stay
home from.the hospital if they can.

. Anne Arundel :Medical Center and
North Arundel Hospital haven’t been
overcrowded with flu patients, though
hospital officials say that could change.
“That was definitely a problem last
year and it could be a problem this year
if the number of flu cases continues
to increase,” said Margot Mohsberg, a
spokesman for Anné “Arundel Medical

(See FLU, Page A12) {_\

e Fever w;th 2 ash,

* Fast breathsng orlrouble
breathmg

according to staté heﬁlth officials. That__'_ 1y o P skm 00’10 5

'# Not dnpkmg enough ﬂwds Yol
. Not wahhq"_ ip.ornot mleractlnb._;.

T

ritable tt Ithe chnld

i adde ST

* Difficulty brea&hmg or shonness
of breath,

* Pain or pressure in the chest or
abdomen.

* Sudden dizziness.

* Confusion.

* Severe or persistent vomiting.
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Cdnter
Harylantl is ambng 16 states

are .showing

to report flu to authori-
Bowever, ‘and many people’
eover from the flu without
ever secking medical attention.
When hospitals are over-
loaded, .they go on . “yellow

" status and some incom-

g patients are sent elsewhere
if poslible Hospitals on yellow
alﬁt #till treat seriously ill or

patients.

MC has gone to yellow
nl_ert several times in recent
weeks, Ms. Mohsberg said. Last
weekend, 239 people came to
the hospital for help, up from
the normal
Twenty-five to 40 people a day
are being admitted to the hospi-
tal for overnight stays, a higher
than average number.

Ms. Mohsberg said that/while

lems by b

_ﬂ‘seuspn started later.
milder — 60 far g

.-ata]]

average of 200.

the number of ﬂlv‘ cases ll

mgﬂi&hﬂ)’,‘lt is 1 _A . Cf -'\'II,' :“ iy .r_( ‘

not availabl .' 3 m
“Our nlmsiie

we have n}bf?eeeﬁ“,u
crease,” Mg, Mopa _

Despite .4
month ev

and openin
hospital

) ) yell
last month
the hospital is treating bet’ween
10 and 20 cases of the ﬂu each
week.

Mrs. Eatough said patients
still should go to the emergency
room if they feel they are hav-::
ing serious problems with the
flu or can’'t see their regula.r
doctor.

“We want to make sure if -

people feel they are really sick -
to still come in,” she said.

Ambulances  crews havent}

had much 'of 'a problem eithér
said Capt. Michael Cox, & coun-
ty Fire Department spokesman.

“We've e*perlehced a few
slight delays “the past few
weeks. It's nothing jeopardizing
service or ﬂelaying care,” he
said.

To keep Hw'ﬂtl from over-
whelming - libhbltals pnd emer-

o‘w'." i

mep,t | has _8ome ﬂu s

avqﬂab “A Qinic by appolint
ment bnly will be ‘held from- ,a
am to 4 pm Tuesda at the
‘Health ‘Services Building at 8
Harry § Truman Parkway out-’
side Annapolis. Call 410-223-4896
'to make an appointment. "7
Flu shots' @lso are available -
by appointment at the ‘Glen '’
@ je Health Center, 416 A
SW by calllng 41&-2!2—"'_

‘I‘he county requests doﬁa
tions of $10 per shot. The dona-
tions is covered by Me&leare
Part B, and patients should
brmg their Medicare card wtth

Fhem ) J
pwobd@wpua!smy!ﬁ)m
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% for seriously’ ill or

414 jured patients. GAGG O

S vert and St. Mary’s issu

" red alerts, meaning at one time ...

pa- oh%dnesdaytheydldn’thaw ;
.. beds' with monitoring equip: -

. ment available. ‘ /
at; Calvert Memorial , . Debbie  Shuck-Reynolds, -
,_ln Prince Frederick, clmical coordinator of the
Center in'la emergency department t
Hospitalm -Civista, said it has beeqb

unavailable "‘Ihehos'pitalhasbemftﬂlodh
of the time, ex-  sistently,” shesaid. :
Hospital staffs are seemg it .
y-.;. all when it comes to winter ail:
: i 391 ] vﬂmm:- s 3 R N
alServices. “We are ‘getting hit re&']}y

'is our peak for the' hardwith flu nghtnuw Shuck-
/' Myers Reynolds said, as well as gas-
Ny trointestinal virus.

more senously ill.

Contlnued from Paqe A-1 fi f

peo le wtmt be ueated, '
m minor problems |

‘have lower pnonty than .

snts waiting, but’ that swol
a,nkleisgolngtohavetowalt,

¥ f' the year that the emer--
- genty departments see an increase
in patients appearing with winter

e . This takes up valuable
sp&ce for the more critical pa- .

Maryland Department of
, ’t’h and Mental Hygiene re-
g:) the first confirmed flu case
in Maryland on Oct. 28, 2004, and
cuirently is reporting the flu acﬂvl :
ty level as “widespread” in Mary-

land.

“When hospital emergency de-
partments are nearing capacity,
ambulances may have to be divert-
ed away from the closest hospital,”
said DHMH Secretary S. Anthony
McCann, “Please use emergency
T00INS onlyfor true medical ema ;
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‘emergency -department -4t
: (ﬂ\ﬂsta, said it has been busy.

i “The hospital has been full

.oonmstently," she said. You
haime it, hospital staff is see- -
ing when it comes to winter
ailments. “We are getting hit *

'hard with flu right now;”,

~ Shuck-Reynolds said, as well

as_gastrointestinal virus and
winter vomiting. .
People may not under-

stand the alerts, she said. They

don’t mean people won't be
treated, but those with minor
problems will have lower pri-
ority than the seriously ill.
“We don't like to see our
patients waiting, but that

swollen ankle is going to l;mve-

to wait,” she said. juin

_'part.ments see an incl

‘of Health and Mentz

patients appearing with s
ter illnesses. This takes up

critical patients.” | i
. The Maryland Deparimy

reported the first oo 43 m.
flu case in Maryland on Oct,”
28 and currently is reporting
the flu activity level as “wide- -
spread” in Maryland. . 4.+
“When hospital emer-
gency departments are near-,
ing capacity, ambulances may
have to be diverted awa; y
the closest hospital,” said
DHMH Secretary S. Anthony
McCann. “Please use emer-

_gency rooms only for: ;:_ue

‘medical anergencie&




FEB 11 2005

Ca _-umﬂﬁ-_h-.nuﬂ..!u_ Service

qu
mcm 150

Local _umBEo&nm |
honored during
annual dinner

By Jennifer Lehman 7% .dﬂ@
Staff Wiriter

(Feb. 11, 2005) Local emergency service
workers were_recogniZed and applau ed for
their service during an annual dinner held by
the Ocear ramedic Foundation last
Thursday at the Clarion Resort
Fontainebleau Hotel,

Fircfighter and_paramedi  Graig Temple
was named the 2004 Parame. ic of the Year, a
prestigious award that is voted on by fellow
emergency personnel. Temple, who received a
plaque and key to the city, was given this award
for his work ethic and dedication to the
%.?:3_,2,

"We really are a family,
together.”

Mayor Jim Mathias also received recogni-
tion and was named the "Most Ingenious
Person of the Year," - an award given to a
clever and resourceful person.

"Well, I've won six awards ... five elections
and this," Mathias said as he held up his
plaque. -

Other paramedics were also recognized
and received an Outstanding Service Award
for their achievements. They include Lt. Chuck
Barton for the development and maintenance
of the Automatcd External Defibrillator pro-
gram in city builcings; David Cropper for the
development and maintenance of the AED
program for al! fire departments; Larry
Sackadorf for his continued involvement in the
community with the SAM (Save A Minute)
boxes and generai water saféty-education; and
Darrick Elliott and Alan Schweitger for surf

~

" he said. "We stick

rescue.

Firefighter and wﬁm_d&hn J.H. immmum
also won a special award for organizing his
shift to assist the fire department with duty
crews and organization of Adopt a g&hﬁ
Christrmnas. !

52@838@%3?35 ; nsa
50 hard," said Dick Pairo, founder of the Ocedn
City Paramedic ﬁoﬁmnﬂo: ﬁKQ.mHEﬂg

OCEAN CITY TODAY/JENNIFER LEHMAN

_3‘890&2 Temple was named Paramedic of the Year by the

an awful lot of money to a.a wE.Esa&Q fora
aumber of years," City Council President Rick
Mechan sdid. "Mdney that sometimes Ocean
City doesnit have for them in the budget."
Ocean Gifyparamedics responded to more
than 5,000.calls in 2004. Of those calls, para-
medics aided nearly 3,600 patients and trans-
ported 2,240 of them to area healthcare facili-
ties.
vy - "Paramedics+ are -ous. connection- to- the
i Pairo said;- explaining hospitals

@

knowledgeable paramedics aiding patients as
they are being transported.

Capt. David Collins, who received recogni-
tion by Fire and EMS officials near the end of
the dinner, said paramedics respond to a mul-
titude of injuries ~ anywhere from a stubbed
toe on the Boardwalk to a horrific car wreck on
Coastal Highway.

The dinner was "to recognize what we do
for Ocean City. If's nice there’s a group of con-
cerned citizens,” Collins said. "They don't have
“oﬁzrrn;x«mpaqnu:ﬁtﬂrmwnzq.
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(AP) Although a feared flu epidemic hasn't materialized, Maryland hospitals are
seeing more patients suffering from seasonal ilinesses.

Dr. Richard L. Alcorta, medical director of the Maryland Institute for Emergency
Medical Services Systems, said hospitals across the state have called in extra

staff. Hospitals also have put up temporary beds in some areas and postponed
elective surgeries to deal with the increase in patients with winter ailments.

He attributed the normal heavy patient load for this time of year to seasonal
occurrences of influenza, as well as a

gastrointestinal virus generically referred to as "stomach flu."

Pneumonia and bronchitis have also been common.

"Essentially all of our hospital beds, in a lot of our hospitals, are full," Alcorta

said. But, he added, "Each year we
see some of this."

As of 5 p.m. Friday, 18 Maryland hospitals were operating under "red" or
"yellow" alerts.

A yellow alert means the hospital is asking that noncritical patients be sent to
the next-nearest facility.

A red alert means the hospital's critical-care beds are full, so people requiring
inpatient critical-care treatment should be sent elsewhere, if possible.

Hospitals are not turning away patients with life-threatening injuries or illnesses.
Even hospitals that have experienced a large increase in admissions said they
have been able to handle the load.

"Winter is busier," said Dr. Dick Kuo, medical director of the adult emergency
room at the University of Maryland Medical Center.

"We've been very crowded but not overwhelmed."
During his Thursday night shift at Northwest Hospital Center in Randallstown,

emergency room physician Dr. Frederick Burke said some patients were being
placed on extra beds in the hallways.

Page 1 of 3
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Although this winter seems busier than the last, he said, it's not uncommon for
hospitals to experience yellow and red alerts this time of year.

"It happens all the time," he said. "Patient care is not compromised as a result
of it."

Alcorta said that 18 of 22 hospitals in Central Maryland had posted a yellow
alert Tuesday.

Although requests to divert patients are common, that number was "actually
pretty high," Alcorta said.

One problem, he said, is that economic pressures have forced hospitals to
reduce the size of their staffs, giving them less flexibility to handle patient loads
during heavy periods.

"They've been decreasing their surge capability," Alcorta said.

He said people who are sick should seek medical care, but he encouraged
those with mild symptoms to either monitor their health for a few days or see
their primary-care doctor.

(© 2005 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed. )

More Local News Articles:

e Police Chase Suspects Appear at Bail Review Hearing v UPDATED 12:56 pmIcalix]
e Blackwell Trial Resumes v UPDATED 12:55 pMICII Y

e Three-Alarm Fire Rips Through Apartments v UPCATED 12:43 IV (] Video|

e Hamm Confirmation Hearing Set v NEW 11:20 AM

e Cecil Board to Vote Tonight on Biology Textbook 10:25 AMICIY

Baltimore Real Estate - RealEstate.com

Search Baltimore home listings, new homes for sale, find a REALTOR® and get pre-
qualified for a home loan. Get a free gift card worth $2000, and more!
www.realestate.com

Meet Baltimore Singles at Metrodate.com

Find someone special in Baltimore at Metrodate.com! Metrodate.com features free photo,
video and voice member profiles. Create a free profile today, or try a free search.
www.metrodate.com

$200,000 Mortgage for $645 per Month!

Compare up to four lenders and lower your mortgage payment or get a new home
mortgage. Find the lowest rate! Interest-only programs available. Home refinance and
purchases. 1.096% APR.

www.bankersmortgagerates.com

$150,000 Mortgage for Under $690/Month

Mortgage rates are at record lows. Save $1000s on your mortgage payment. Free
quotes.

www lowermybills.com

attia My im Aasas Taanlatacs am Ta Al <t A M AN TONLMAT Taaaad L B Bie TaTaY -




Hospitals thmughout Md.
see outhreak of flu cases

Extra staff called to work.
temporary beds put up

By ERIKA NIEDOWSKI
SBUNSTAFF

Though fears of a flu epidemic
have so far gone unrealized,
emergency rooms throughout
Maryland have been taxed to ca-
pacity — and in some cases be-
yond — by an influx of patients
complaining of seasonal ill-
nesses.

Dr. Richard L. Alcorta, medi-
cal director of the Maryland In-
stitute for Emergency Medical
Services Systems, said hospitals
across the state called in extra
staff, put up temporary beds in
some areas and postponed elec-
tive surgeries to dep! with the

increase in patients with winter
ailments.

He attributed the heavy pa-
tient load — which happens al-
most every winter — to seasonal
occurrences of influenza, as well
as a gastrointestinal virus ge-
nerically referred to as “stomach
flu” Pneumonia and bronchitis
have also been common.

“Essentially all of our hospital
beds, in a lot of our hospitals,
are full" Alcorta said. But, he
added, “Each year we see some
of this.”

As of 5 p.m. yesterday, 18
Maryland hospitals were operat-
ing under “red” or “yellow”
alerts. A yellow alert means the
hospital is asking that noncriti-
cal patients be sent to the next-
nearest facility.

A red alert [See Flu, 38)

Flup atients‘ta)dng state’s hospitals to capacity

[Flu, from Page 15]

means the hospital’s critical-
care beds are full, so people re-
quiring inpatient critical-care
treatment should be sent else-
where, if possible.

Hospitals are not turning
away patients with life-threaten-
ing injuries or illnesses. Even
hospitals that have experienced
a large increase in admissions
said they have been able to han-
dle the load.

“Winter is busier.” said Dr.
Dick Kuo, medical director of
the adult emergency room at
the University of Maryland Med-
ical Center. “We've been very
crowded but not overwhelmed.”

During his Thursday night
shift at Northwest Hospital Cen-
ter in Randallstown, emergency
room physician Dr. Frederick
Burke said some patients were
being placed on extra beds in the
hallways. Although this winter
seems busier than the last. he
said. it's not uncommon for hos-
pitals 1o experience yellow and
red alerts this time of vear.

"It happens all the time.” he
sald. "PFatient care is not com-
promised as a result of it.”

Alcorta said that 18 of 22 hos-

pitals in Central Maryland had
posted a yellow alert Tuesday.
Although requests to divert pa-
tients are common, that number
was “actually pretty high” Al-
corta said.

One problem, he said. is that
economic pressures have forced
hospitals to reduce the size of
their staffs, giving them less
flexibility to handle patient
loads during heavy periods.

“Theyv've been decreasing
their surge capability." Alcorta
sald. He said people who are
sick should seek medical care.
but he encouraged those with
mild symptoms to either moni-
tor their health for a few days or
see their primary-care doctor.

Dr. Michael Pipkin, emer-
gency room director at Franklin
Square Hospital Center, said
patient volume there has been
predictably very high. But many
people showing up in the ER
didn't need emergency treat-
ment and wound up clogging
the system.

~Patients with flu occasionally
need to come to the ER. but
that's rare.” he said. "Those who
can't manage at home are 1vpi-
cally the very voung and the
very old.”

Dr. Lisa Maragakis, associate
epidemiologist at Johns Hop-
kins Hospital, said flu arrived
later this winter than last, when
it peaked in mid-December.
Hopkins' ER staff has been busy
treating flu patients, she said,
as well as those with other viral
symptoms.

“They're typical wintertime
pathogens,” she said. "It's not
unexpected.”

At Anne Arundel Medical
Center, the number of emer-
gency patients jumped from an
average of 200 to 240 on Sunday,
said Margot Mohsberg, a hospi-
tal spokeswoman. The number
of patients admitted increased
from about 25 to 40. She attrib-
uted the jump to influenza,
stomach flu and a variety of
other ailments.

“We are definitely seeing more
patients, but we are definitely
not overwhelmed," she said.

St. Joseph Medical Center in
Towson treated a record num-
ber of emergency patients, 183.
on Monday. Many were elderly
men and women with pneumo-
nia. said hospital spokeswoman
Vivienne Stearns-Elliott. Flu did
not account for the majority of
CasSes

As of Thursday, more than
halfway through the flu season,
the Maryland Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene had
reported 1,030 laboratory-con-
firmed cases of influenza. The
state recorded nearly 2,200 dur-
ing all of last flu season.

Federal health officials called
for a rationing of vaccine in the
fall after factory contamination
kept half the nation’s supply
from reaching the market. But a
few million doses are still avail-
able, and officials said it's not
too late to be immunized.

Meanwhile, area hospital offi-
cials said they have tried to cope
with longer-than-usual waiting
times in emergency rooms by
bringing in additional staff.

“You bring in nurses, you
bring in techs to help the emer-
gency room,” said Michael
Schwartzberg, a spokesman for
Greater Baltimore Medical Cen-
ter. which had posted bath vel-
low and red alerts yesterday af-
ternoon. “We've done wnat we
can do to get patients moving
through the system.”

Sun staff writers David
Kohn, Dennis O'Brien and Mi-
chael Stroh contributed to this
article.
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;BAL’I‘IMORE (AP) —

a feared flu epidemic

hasp't materialized, Maryland

hospitals are seeing more

patients suffering from seasonal
fllnesse

8.

-Dr, Richard L. Alcorta, medical
director of the Maryland Institute
for Emergency Medical Services
Systems, said hospitals across the
state have called in extra staff.
Hospitals also have put up tempo-
rary beds in some areas and post-
poned elective surgeries to deal
with the increase in patients with
winter ailments.

He attributed the normal heavy
patient load for this time of year to
seasonal occurrences of influenza,
as well as a gastrointestinal virus

w

generically referred to as “stomach
flu”. Pneumonia and bronchitis
have also beéri common. i

«Essentially all of our hospital
beds, in a lot of our hospitals, are
full” Dr. Alcorta said. But, he
al(]ijded, “Each year we see some Of
t S.”

As of 5 p.m. Friday, 18 Mary-
land hospitals were operating
under “red” or “yellow” alerts. A
yellow alert means the hospital is
asking that noncritical patients
be sent to the next-nearest facili-
ty.

A red alert means the hospi-
tal's critical-care beds are full, so
people requiring inpatient criti-
cal-care treatment should be sent
elsewhere, if possib}_e\. )

>
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“feared". flu' épidemic - ha nt!_.'piym‘ffig asking' )
.tq?;ilaria]iz‘e‘d.' Maryland 'hos- * patients bé sen Ly
pitals ~are . seeing . more nearest facility, ¥:
patients suffering from sea- - . Aré’dag':giy“ mg\ho (-
sonalillnesses. ... = . taps critical-care beds are full,

Dr. Richard L. Alcorta,med- - so people requiring inpatient
ical director of the land critical‘-’(':a:e treatment should

Institute for E effcy Med-
ical Services Systems, said

ospitals across the state have
called in extra staff. Hospitals
also -have put up temporary
beds in some areas and post-
poned elective surgeries to
deal with the increase in
patients with winter ailments,

He attributed the normally
heavy patient load for this
time of year to seasonal occur-
rences of influenza, as well as
a gastrointestinal virus generi-
cally referred to as “stomach
flu.” Pneumonia and bronchi-
tis have also been common.

“Essentially, all of our hos-
pital beds, in a lot of our hos-
pitals, are full,” Alcorta said.
But, he added, “Each year we
see some of this.”

As of 5 p.m. Friday, 18 Mary-

more patientsas .

iz ¥
TINE §

be sent elsewhere, if possible.

Hospitals are not turning
away patients with life-threat-
ening injuries or illngsses. -
Even hospitals that have éxpe-
rienced a large increase in
admissions ‘said they ‘have -
been able to handle the load. .

“Winter is busier,” said Dr.
Dick Kuo, medical director of
the adult emhergency room at
the University of Maryland
Medical Center. “We've been
very crowded but not over-
whelmed.”

During his Tharsday night
shift at Northwest Ho:;‘xgtl;l
Center in Randallstown,
emergency room physician
Dr. Frederick Burke said
some patients were being
placed on extra beds in the
hallways.
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Flu patients flood emergency rooms

By Melissa Brosk
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Published February 13, 2005

Flu sufferers have been filling area emergency rooms, prompting some to close their doors to ambulances,
medical services officials say.

Friday was among the busiest days. Six hospitals in the District were on "yellow alert," meaning they had
asked to receive only patients needing urgent medical care. In Maryland, 12 hospitals were on "red alert," which
meant they are receiving no new patients.

"There is a huge delay because the staff is overwhelmed," Dr. Richard L. Alcorta, medical director of the
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems, said Friday.

He also said some hospitals have called in extra staff, put up temporary beds and postponed elective surgeries
to deal with the increase in patients with winter ailments.

The situation had improved yesterday. As of late afternoon, one District hospital had posted a red alert and on
had posted a yellow. In Maryland, two were on red alert and two had been on yellow. One hospital in Virginia
had been on red alert.

Still, the situation has doctors and health officials asking people to stay away from emergency rooms unless
they are severely ill or in high-risk groups such as the elderly, young children, asthmatics or the immune
deficient.

"People need to be sensible," said Dr. Chris Wuerker, an emergency room doctor at Washington Hospital
Center, among those on alert. "If it is symptoms [patients] know and can recognize and are otherwise doing OK.
they just need to take it easy and rest."

He acknowledged that emergency rooms are busier during the winter and that this season has been worse thar
average, but said the situation is "not horrible."

Dr. Alcorta said people who are sick can normally be divided into three categories: those who are feeling sick
and can stay home, those who are feeling sick and want to see someone and those who are feeling sick and don"t
recognize the symptoms.

"People feeling dizzy, short of breath and [unable] to keep down fluids should go to the ER," he said. "If
you're at high risk, you should go to the ER. If it's not an emergency, you should just stay home or call your
primary care physician."

The flu is not the only illness that has filled emergency rooms.

Dr. Alcorta said patients are also going to them for strep throat and a number of other viruses including a
"nasty" gastrointestinal one.

February is the most severe month of the flu season, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. About 36,000 people in the United States die each vear from the flu. the agency reports.

This year's flu season began with health officials declaring a shortage of the vaccine, then limiting distributios
to the high-risk population.

However, they announced at the end of January that 3.5 million doses were available and now say people
should still receive the shot because the influenza virus can circulate for several more weeks.
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"We've seen a slight increase in flu-like illnesses this month, but that is normal this time of year," said Briant
Coleman, spokesman for the D.C. Department of Health.

He also encouraged high-risk people to receive a shot and said the department yesterday had 14,190 doses
available to all District residents.

"They can call the Department of Hezlth to set up an appointment or go to one of our express clinics," he said
* This article 1s based in part on wire service reports.

Copyright © 2005 News World Communications, Inc. All nghts reserved.

Return to the article

Click Here For Commercial Reprints and Permissions
Copyright © 2005 News World Communications, Inc.
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Chief Martin McMahon, 94, first-aid pioneer

By Frederick N. Rasmussen
Sun Staff

February 13, 2005

Battalion Chief Martin C. McMahon, who transformed the Baltimore City Fire Department's Ambulance
Service and played an important role in the development of mouth-to-mouth artificial respiration and closed-
chest massage, died of a heart attack Feb. 5 at a Lewes, Del., nursing home. He was 94.

"He was a pioneer and known nationwide for improving pre-hospital care, bringing first-aid courses to
firehouses and was at the very beginning of the Maryland Emergency Medical System," said Division Chief
Donald W. Heinbuch.

Chief McMahon was born in Baltimore and raised in Canton. His interest in medicine began in his youth. "My
mother was a nurse. After she was married, she used to minister to neighbors, and I used to help her," Chief
McMahon told The Sun in a 1957 interview.

After graduation from City College, Chief McMahon served in the merchant marine until joining the Fire
Department in 1940.

"Due to his prior merchant marine experience, he was assigned to the fireboat Torrent," said his son and only

survivor, Denis G. McMahon, a retired captain in the city Fire Department's communications division who lives
in Clarksville, Del.

In 1941, Chief McMahon began serving part time on the ambulances of the old Municipal Ambulance Service
that had been established by Mayor Howard W. Jackson in 1927.

He took a first-aid course on his own time and qualified as an instructor. He was able to convince his superiors
of the importance of first aid training, which has been compulsory for all firefighters since 1946.

He was presented the Red Cross' Longfellow Award for stanching the flow from an artery of a man felled by a
collapsed wall at a fire. In 1955, during the fire at the Tru-Fit Clothing Co. on East Baltimore Street that
claimed the lives of six firefighters, he crawled through rubble after the building collapsed to deliver morphine
to trapped firefighters.

After he was made captain in 1951, Chief McMahon was able to have the ambulance service placed under
jurisdiction of the Fire Department.

"When I took over, we had 10 ambulances. ... The Bureau of Social Services, which was much smaller then,
even had control over one ambulance, although the Fire Department paid the salary of the two drivers," Chief
McMahon said in an interview with The Sun at the time of his 1975 retirement. "It wasn't an easy thing, but [
broke that damn thing up with those old biddies."

[t wasn't long before Chief McMahon made sweeping changes in the ambulance service. His mobile hospitals
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wnstalled in specially equipped trucks with the latest in lifesaving equipment replaced former hearse-like
Cadillac ambulances. Medical care was delivered by trained paramedics.

"You can't handle injured people like they're sacks of meal. You've got to know what you're doing," he said in
the 1957 interview in The Sun.

His friendship in the 1950s with Dr. Peter Safar, who was chief of the department of anesthesiology at what was
then Baltimore City Hospitals, resulted in the development of the mouth-to-mouth resuscitation technique. They
also developed a pocket-size S-shaped breathing tube or airway, which was a more effective way of performing
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.

In 1959, he learned about closed-chest massage techniques, now known as cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and
insisted his crews learn both techniques.

As a result of his work, he became an internationally known expert and was much in demand as a speaker.

The short, husky firefighter was never known for his tact. "He either agreed with you, or if he didn't, he let you
know why -- in certain, not infrequently profane terms," said a Sun profile.

"Marty McMahon was in love with medicine and his department. It was a love that was 24 hours a d?Y- We aref
all indebted for what he accomplished during his lifetime," said James Crockett, president of the city's Board o
Fire Commissioners.

At his retirement and in recognition of his achievements, Chief McMahon's badge, No. 37, was retired.

He had been a communicant of Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman Catholic Church in Highlandtown. He moved to
Clarksville from East Baltimore in 2003.

Services are private.
He was predeceased by two wives, Eleanor Devlin McMahon and Elizabeth McMahon.

Copyright © 2005, The Baltimore Sun
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Carroll hospitals, like others in state, seeing flu
increase

Rise in cases noted within past few weeks

By Sheridan Lyons
Sun Staff

February 13, 2005
This winter's influenza has officially hit Carroll County, as in the rest of Maryland, officials said.

The county has seen an increase in flu-like symptoms in the past two to three weeks, said Debbie Middleton, the
county Health Department's program director for communicable diseases.

"It's everywhere," she said. "We've noted an increase - probably in the last two to three weeks - like the rest of
the state."

Although influenza is not a reportable disease for which figures must be kept, Middleton said, "We know we
have had an increase in flu or flu-like symptoms in the county."

The department held its last flu-vaccine clinic Jan. 31, she said.

Mary Spiro, a public relations specialist at Carroll Hospital Center, said the emergency department's clinical
director reported being "overwhelmed" in the past week with patients coming in with gastrointestinal and
upper-respiratory problems.

"Most of the EDs in the region are on yellow alert because of the flu," Spiro said, adding that Carroll's
emergency department medical director, Dr. David Crane, called this the peak of the flu season.

The Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems announced Tuesday that emergency rooms
throughout the state were nearing capacity, with a significant increase in the number of patient visits.

This placed many on "yellow alert" status, according to the announcement, which means a hospital is
experiencing a temporary overload and asks that ambulances 2o to another hospital, if possible. This does not
apply to seriously ill or injured patients.

Influenza activity is reported every Friday on the state Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Web site. The
outbreak was characterized as regional as of Dec. 25 and became widespread since the week ending Jan. 8.

"We're currently 'widespread,' since about a month ago." said Greg Reed, program manager for the Maryland
Center for Immunization at the state Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Some flu vaccine still is
available, he said.
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While the flu is not an illness that must be reported, Reed said, many facilities must report outbreaks of three or
more cases - including day care centers, prisons, hospitals, schools and nursing homes.

[n Carroll, Middleton said, "We've had several long-term care facilities that have had respiratory outbreaks."
This includes several nursing homes in the county, she said. They have taken measures to cu_rb .the spread of the
disease, such as limiting activities, restricting admissions and visitors, coordinating staff to limit contact and

serving meals in the rooms, she said.

A few Health Department employees also have come down with the signature symptoms: body aches, dry
cough or upper-respiratory problems, fatigue and fever.

To avoid spreading the flu, people should stay out of crowds, wash hands thoroughly, cover mouths and noses
when coughing or sneezing and stay at home if they become ill, Middleton said.

"The flu is really bad," she said.

Copyright © 2005, The Baltimore Sun
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Ernie Crist, manager of Emergency Services for Harford County,
uses a radio to demonstrate the Central Maryland Area Radio

Otficials

Emergency, from Page I
( Y.. ¢

and areas within the Baltimore

Beltway, around Baltimore-
Washington International Air-
port and along Interstate 95,
sald Ernie Crist, manager of
Fmergency Services for Harford
County. who led the team of offi-
clals working on the CMARC
project

Crist tested the system at an
dalternoon news conference at
M&T Bank Stadium, showing
that antennas in the city and
Baltimore and Howard counties
were working

While most of the officials
talked about recent disasters re-
quiring regional emergency re-
sponses, including Tropical
Storm Isabel, Howard County
Executive James N. Robey, a for-
mer police chief, told the erowd
of reporters and local officials
about his experience as a rookie
officer chasing jewelry store rob-
bers who had taken hostages.

As he followed the suspects'
car into Baltimore County, he
said, he wasn't able to radio to
the other county officers that
hostages were in the vehicle. In
the end, a hostage was fatally

unveil emergency communication system

I

Emergency network
v cover central Md.

By LAURA BARNHARDT
BUNBTAFF

During the Howard Street
Tunnel fire, firefi~"-ters from
the city and Baltimoi¢ County
had to exchange radios to talk
to one another as they battled
the underground inferno.

After a tanker truck flipped
off an Interstate 95 overpass
last year and exploded, some
emergency officials used cell
phones to get instructions. And
during the 92-vehicle pileup in
October on Interstate 95, some
emergency workers relied on 911
dispatchers to communicate
with others on the scene be-
cause there was no regional
emergency communications
network, authqrities said.

city and Baltimore, Howard,

ticials unveil communieations system for first responders

Yesterday, officlals from the

Harford, Carroll and Anne
Arundel counties unveiled what
they hope will be a solution to
the problem: the Central Mary-
land Area Radio Communica-
tions system [

Known s. CMARC, the net-
work includes five channels
that are accessible to any emer-
gency worker using an
800-megahertz radio, officials
said.

“It doesn’t matter what uni-
form you're wearing,” said Balti-
more County Executive James
T. Smith Jr., who is newly
elected chairman of the Balti-
more Metropolitan Counecll,
which oversaw the project. “It’s
going to make a huge difference.
. The people who need help
will get it faster”

The system will initially cover |
theecity [See Emergenc% 28]

BARBARA HADDOCK TAYLOR : SUN STAFP

Anne Arundel Quick Response Team member Mark Fraser listens
to his radio during a demonstration of CMARC.

shot by police.

It doesn't have to be a tunnel
fire or an Isabel” he said. “It can
be a simple pursuit. ... This is a
win-win for all of us.”

The $700,000 cost of installing
eight antennas and buying 284
radios for distribution in Annap-
olis, Baltimore City and Balti-
more, Carroll and Harford coun-
ties was covered by a U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security

grant, officials said.

All of the county and city
agencies have some
800-megahertz radios already,
Crist said.

State agencies, including the
Maryland State Police and
Maryland Transportation Au-
thority Police, are buying
800-megahertz radios, he said.

Some departments, including
Baltimore County’s police and

fire departments, will have ‘- re-
program their radios to .. the
new network, but incident com-
manders and emergency re-
sponders close to the county's
borders have CMARC-compati-
ble radios, said Richard Muth,
director of Baltimore County
Emergency Management.

Programming should be com-
plete within six months, and will
allow other agencies such as the
county's health and public
works departments to use the
system too, Muth said.

As part of the project, Balti-
more City sold Anne Arundel
County — for $1 — a 200-foot
steel radio tower to be erected in
the Brooklyn Park area as part
of the network. The c..; no
longer needed it, officials said.

An additional 20 to 30 anten-
nas and towers will begin to be
installed this summer to expand
the coverage area of the radio
system to include the metropoli-
tan area, Crist said. The $5 mil-
lion cost will be funded by a
grant from the U.S. Department
of Justice, he smq.
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FLU SEASON NEARING ITS MARYLAND PEAK d

DR LIRS

Sick patients packing city emergency centers

300 beds at Memorial, Sacred Heart full Tuesday ¢& Many people didn’t

get a shot who ordinarily

L ]
a8

MICHAEL A. SAWYERS 7 cm 1 m_& these days with individuals experi- high numher of people coming to the uld
LN S SESS STARE W R - encing either flu or flu-like symp- emergencyroomsa oth hospitals,” wo .93
i —  toms, according to Kathy Rogers, Rogers said Tuesday. Many of those Gregory Reed
CUMBERLAND — Emergency spokeswoman for the Western Mary- being admitted are elderly. ; egory e Marvland
roams and beds at Memorial and land Health System. } ¥ Center for Immunization at the Mary ma
Sacred Heart mowﬁmom_m are crowded “We have had an extragrdinarily m SEE SICK - 13A Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
-~ = A
A/ v
e L
sick: City emergency rooms filled
CONTINUED FROM 1A o “I was off for three days two plus of vaccine doses. All state
< A weeks ago. Mostly I was doing restrictions on eligibility for a
u.a_ he mosl common reason a lot of coughing and I had a fluvaccine were lifted Jan. 25.
f6r admission is severe respi- real sore throat,” he said Tues-  “Many people didn't get a
ratory stress,” Rogers said. day. shot who ordinarily would”

As  of Tuesday morning, Flu shots continue to be due to the initial supply scare
about 300 beds were occupied available on a walk-in basis at and strict eligibility guidelines,
at the hospitals. “We're near- the Allegany County Health Reed said.
ing capacity, Rogers said. Department on Willowbrook Nationally, there are more

Rogers said individuals with Road for all people on Wednes- than 3 million doses left,
flu-like symptoms should first days from 1 to 4 p.m. The cost according to the U.S. Centers
seck help from their primary is $7.50. for Disease Control and Pre-
care doctor or at a clinic The flu snapshot has a simi- vention, which said only 93
instead of at an emergency lar image throughout Mary- percent of the national supply

room. land, according to state health has been used. .
~ “Waits can be very lengthy officials. Dr. Richard Alcorta of the
in the emergency rooms,” Maryland is reaching the Maryland Institute for Emer-

Rogers sdid. cxplaining that peak of its flu season, though gency Medical Services Sys-
.Em severity of a person’s months remain. Lab-con- tems said that this time of year
injury or condition will put him  firmed cases grew to 850 this it is common for there to be a

at the front of the line. week. surge of patients presenting
Besides difficulty breathing, ~ “Do we want more people to flu-like symptoms.

a common flu symptom is gas- be vaccinated? Yes.” said Gre- “Ambulances (in some loca-

trointestinal distress. gory Reed of the Center for tions) are waiting lined up at

'Kim Beckman, a media spe- Immunization at the Maryland the door and can't get patients
cialist at Parkside Elementary Department of Health and unloaded,” he said. “We're see-

School, said more students Mental Hygiene. ing a mnature’s bioterrorist
than usual have been absent After an early season short- attack.” :
in recent days. age scared away people who Michael Sawyers can be contacted at

* Brandon Irwin, a fifth-grad- should have been vaccinated, %@mﬂ&&#ﬂﬁﬂﬂmgn sq%msﬁﬂ:ﬁq

er, knows the feeling well. the state finds itself with a sur-  story. &
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ata and St. Mary’s Hospital in
ﬁl' 60 percent of the time, ex-

%t for the most urgent pa- -

nts, said Llsa Myers of the

g"“v?ms e

our peak for the

oms ‘at Calvert Memorial..--]
_spltal in Prince Frederick, -
vista' Medical Center ‘in La -

pnardtown were unavailable

patients. ..
vert Memo al -
Mary’s issued red alerts, mean- -
ing at one time on Feb, 9 they
dldn't have beds with monitot \
ing equipment available.
Debbie  Shuck-Reynolds,
clinical coordinator of the
emergency department at

See Flu, Page A9 A
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- delegati ﬁ _f_j911 dispatches to the\/eterans
'tho_l':nﬁ‘; vg sp(ilied roughly 100 calls be-
Dweels 1 2002 and last year. In January of this
Yeal;"91¥4Was used 33 times — setting a
pace forihearly 400 calls in 2005, which
would be another increase from the nearly
350 calls in 2004.

“The increase in call volume is stretching

o F;

the services from the Mechanicsville,
Hughesville and Benedict squads, lawmak-
ers said. St. Mary’s County, for instance, has
one advanced life support unit for the en-

Steve Wynn, administrator at the veter-
ans home, fand the facility’s medical direc-
tor told the delegudon that they are meet-
ing with thé emergency service providers to
help remedy the situation. Wynn also ex-
plained that family concerns and medical
liability risks are major factors in the deci-
sion to call for an ambulance.

Wynn vowed ongoing tracking of the 911
by the vete ome, educating the
facility’s medical staff and to continue
meeting with the rescue units on a month-
ly basis. He also said that they would try to -
use a paid ambulance service more often. | -
“Secretary 0f Veterans, Affairs George W,
Owings IIl, a former Calvert County delegate; .
met with vetetans home and EMS officials.

As for the veterans home getting its own
ambulance service, Wynn said, “That’s not
my call.” S R |
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QUEEN ANNE - Serving Caroline,
Queen Anne's and Talbot
Counties since 1945, the
. Queen Anne-Hillsboro
Volunteer Fire Company hon-
ored its members during its
annual awards banquet Feb.
12.

Good cheer and cama-
raderie filled the air as
President Danny McNeal cel-
ebrated the installation of two
new lifetime members, John
Chalupa and Phil Starkey,
who have each served 20
years. He also paid tribute to
T.L. Reynolds, a lifetime mem-
ber with 69 years experience
who was unable to attend due
to illness.

“The joke's on you guys,”
McNeal told Chalupa and
Starkey. “Now that you're life-
time members, you have to do
more work around here.”

Phyllis Skinner was named
as a new Honorary Lifetime
Member for her many vears
of service to the company.

Vernon Coultas was hon-
ored by the company's Junior
Cadets for his six vears of
leading them. They presented
him with a new camping

Gretchen Eiseman was named

Saturday’s banquet.

pleased and grateful.
The ;.{anht-r'ing watched a

1 the previous vear.
;]!'Jll'_:;] Liere

accidents along Route
vomp !|\ respan I]"

Chief Craig McNeal stands with
Queen Anne-Hillsboro's Miss
Fire Queen Rachel Showacre.

photos which left those in
attendance in good spirits.
The award winners for 2004
were: Administrative,
Stephanie McNeal; Medical
Person, Greg Whitby; Most
Medical and_Rescue Talls,
John Chalupa; Most Fire and
Rescue Calls, Brandon
Hopkins; Line Officers of the
Year, Craig McNeal and

Vernon Coultas; Fireman of

the Year (Runner Up), Danny
Lister: Fireman of the Year,
Danny McNeal; Ambulance
Cantain's Award,  Steve

" Rachel Showatr®
named Miss &
Gretchen Eiseman wib
htﬂeM:ssFire'Q .
The evemngwas =
by the sw [
cers for 2005. '
tive officers are: Presideqtﬁ
Danny  McNeal; VIQ;J
President Darla . Coul
Secretary Lindsay Ewing;
Treasurer Beverly McNeal.
The Board of Directors
Stephanie McNeal, Da
Chaires, Linda Chdupy;
Dennis Starkey and TBhunyl
Unruh. 9
The line officers are:
Craig McNeal; Deputy C
Tommy Unruh; Assis
Chief Brandon !-lop'k'lnij‘-
Captain Steve Pa.lmahry-.
Lieutenants Bruce Carroll
Eric Voorhees; C
Engineer Scott Roe;
Assistant Engineers Joq:
Mimms and Jason Bloom. |,
The. EMS officers ar;
Captain Ygr_nm an
Lieutenant
The Junior Cadet ofﬁcera
are: President Jodi Blades:;
Vice President Katie Horney;.
Secretary Lauren Whitby; and
Treasurer Katherine Hall.
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Snow Hill firemen inducted int

honored for 51 years

Chief Larson

of service to volunteer fre company

Bill Kerhin
Staff Wrter ~ Swnt b

SNOW HILL — Two Snow
Hill firefighters, Chief Alfred L.
(Sonny) Larson and Richard A.
Mills Jr., were recently induct-
ed into the Eastern Shore
Volunteer Firemen's
Association’s Hall of Fame at a
ceremony.

Larson, chief of the Snow
Hill Volunteer Fire Company,
was recognized for his 51 years
of service. He became a mem-
per in November 1953. After
completing his basic training
he eventually moved up to EMT
status where he was active on
the ambulance squad for 10
years before being injured.

In 1962, he was elected assis-
tant chief for a five-year term
after which he was elected
chief. He served three terms as
chief, 1967-1977, 1979-1991 and
from 1997 until the present
time. He is the longest serving
chief in the company’s 108-year
history.

In the mid 1960s after the
county fire departments saw a
need for better training and
communications, Larson
helped organize and lay the
groundwork of the Worcester
County Fire Chiefs
Committee, A charter member
of the organization., he has
served four terms as chair-
man. He has served on a num
ber of committees wh ich have
greatly improved the fire serv-
ice in Worcester County. He
lists as a favorite the fire pre-
vention programs conducted

at
schools.

Among his
honors, he was
recognized at
the Maryland
State Firemen's
Association
Sonny Larson  Convention and

Conference,
and by the Worcester County
Fire Chief's Committee and the
Maryland Fire Chiefs
Association for his 51 years of
service. He has also received
the Medal of Valor, the highest
honor a person can receive from
the State of Maryland.

Richard A. Mills Jr, a mem-
ber of the fire company for 24
years, became a member in
April 1981. He completed basic
training and became an EMT in
1982. In the Snow Hill depart-
ment, he has held the positions
of rescue squad secretary, treas-
urer and first lieutenant. He is
the current president of the
company. He has also served as
vice-president.

He is a past president of the
Worcester County association
and the immediate past presi-
dent of the Eastern Shore
Volunteer Firemen's
Association. He has also served
on many committees both local-
ly and regionally. Working with
fire prevention and safety, he
has been appointed as a county
representative for the State
Smoke Detector Program for
the Deaf and Hearing Impaired.

Among his awards are Top
EMS Responder. award for a
PR save and the Medal of

county

valor from the of grandfather, Thornton Mills,
Maryland. have also been elected. Gilbert

His induction into the Hall of Perdue, 2 past chief of the
Fame was the third in his fami- Snow Hill Fire Co., is also in the

ly. His father, Richard Sr. and Delmarva and the Maryland

state

o Shore Hall of Fame

State Halls of Fame.

Reach Bill Kerbin at
410-957-1700 or e-mail at
bkerbin@smgpo.gannett.com
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Rescue 5o

The Capital (Feb. 2) was kind
to highlight my involvement in
the Jan. 31 rescue of a woman
from Weems Creek, but in re-
ality all I did was dial the
phone. The real credit for the
successful rescue goes to the
emergency services personnel
who responded to my call.

The rescue involved county
police, fire and emergency
medical services personnel,
members of the Woodland
Beach Volunteer Fire Company
and state police pilots.

The three county police offi-
cers who were first on the scene
found the victim and pulled her
from the water.

The firefighters and EMS per-
sonnel hand-carried all of their
equipment to the scene, since
the access road was not safe for
their trucks. They tended to the
victim's medical needs and car-
ried her up a long flight of icy
concrete stairs and across a
slick lawn to the waiting ambu-
lance.

The state police pilots per-
formed a brief aerial search
when there was a question as to
whether another victim was
still in the water.

At one point a police officer
was doing his best to warm the
victim's frozen hands. At an-
other point, a firefighter
wrapped his coat around the
victim to insulate her from the
cold night air.

We moved to Annapolis from
Washington, D.C., in 1999 and
count ourselves lucky to live
here. The quick response and
the professionalism shown by
the emergency services person-
nel gave us one more reason to
feel that way

CHRIS GROOBEY
Annapolis




Kingsville Voluntesr /i (
Maynurd, CGary Weer, limothy Berkersdge. Ko
wnd Jeffrey Weer are uot pictured,

Alexseder S
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Firefighter of the Year Award
The Top 10 Firefighters for

of King
Company

performunce 2004 were: Douglas Maynard,
: . hunoring =er 408 calls; Donald Coster 111,
it from the voluntecrs 441; Gary Weer, 317; Ronald

Hale, 311, Alexander Sentt.
s Jeffrey Weer, 281: Edward
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HB 0239 HGO: Dept of St Polc - Transf of the SWHAF.-
RAF to the Md Emer Mgt Agne. Transferring the admin-
istration of the Senator William H. Amoss Fire, Rescue, and
Ambulance Fund from the Department of State Police to the
Maryland Emergency Management Agency ( MEMA); autho-
rizing the Director of MEMA to administer a specified fund
and develop specified procedures; requiring the Director to
provide specified authorization to the Treasurer for disburs-
ing specified funds: and defining specified terms. EFFEC-
TIVE OCTOBER 1, 2005. The Speaker (Admin) PS, §§8-
101 through 8-106-amended !
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SB 0510 B&T: Law Enforc Officers’ Pension System -
Mbrshp - Aviators with the Department of State Po-
lice. Providing aviators who operate an aircraft for the
State Emergency Medical System and who are employed by
the Department of State Police with membership in the Law
Enforcement Officers’ Pension System; making membership
optional for specified aviators; ete. EFFECTIVE JULY 1,

2005. Sen DeGrange, et al SP, §8§26-201 and 26-202-
amended.
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GOVER.NOR EHRLICH HOLDS 13 EVENTS IN COUNTY

GovemorRobzertL Ehrlich, Jr.,

and his executive cabinet held
thirteen events in Montgomery
County on Monday, highlight-
ing several of Governor Ehrlich’s
successful initiatives. Governor
Ehrlich, Lt. Governpr Michael S.
Steele, and their executive cabi-
net also gathered at Rockville
City Hall to hold a Cabinet
Meeting hosted by Rockville
Mayor Giammo in the City
Council Chambers. The meeting
was broadcast on the local cable
access channel.

“Today’'s  events demon-
strate my deep commitment
to the concerns of the citizens
of Montgomery County,”
Governor Ehrlich. “The initia-
tives we highlight today are mak-
ing Montgomery County and all
of Maryland a cleaner, safer and
more prosperous place to live.”

Some of the highlights of the
events were:

Inter-County Connector (ICC)
Tour: The Governor and state
agencies provided an over-
view of environmental proj-
ects related to ICC construc-
tion followed by a tour of the
ICC route. The ICC is Governor
Ehrlich’s top transportation pri-
ority. Agencies: Department of
Transportation, Department
of Agriculture, Department of
Natural Resources, Department
of Planning, and the Department
of the Environment

Project Lead the Way: Lt.
Governor together with seven
state agencies highlighted
the interagency collaboration
between education (K-16) and
workforce and economic develop-
ment.

They visited Magruder High
School to interact with students
and staff involved in the Project
Lead the Way (PLTW) pre-engi-
neering Program.

This i1s a national prow
administered through the State
Department of Education with
guidance from other agencies, as
well as the Maryland business
community.

PLTW is designed to help
schools give students the knowl-

said

edge and skills they need to excel
in high-tech fields, such as engi-
neering. Agencies: Department
of Education, Department
and Economic
Department of

Department of General Services,
Governor's Office of Minority
Affairs, Governor's Office of
Service and Volunteerism,
Maryland Higher Education
Commission

Collaborative Supervision and
Focused Enforcement Initiative
(C-SAFE): The Lt. Governor
joined the state agencies and
community groups in highlight-
ing the International C-SAFE
initiative.

This public safety program
combines state and local plan-
ning, policing, adult and juve-
nile probation offices, support of
addiction recovery, community
mobilization, community pros-
ecution and nuisance abatement
to fight crime in the local area.
Agencies: Governor’s Office of
Crime Control and Prevention,
Department of Public Safety
and Correctional Services,
Department of Juvenile Services,
State Police

Health and Medical Homeland
Security Event: Governor
Ehrlich’s homeland security
team demonstrated results of
Homeland Security grant fund-
ing and toured state-of-the-
art displays at the Emergency
Operations Center.

From there, the event moved
to the Shady Grove Hospital
where the Secretaries toured
hospital decontamination tents
and viewed systems static dis-
play (coordinated system with
all hospitals); NCR UASI pur-
chase of inter-hospital com-
munication (Radio Demo).
Agencies: Office of Homeland
Security, Maryland Emergency
Management Agency’ Maryland
Institute for Emergency Medical
Services Systems, I)epartmenl. of
Health and Mental Hygiene
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Ambulance Hit by Train in Ark., Killing 3

By Associated Press

February 20, 2005, 9:34 AM EST

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. -- A train slammed into an ambulance that apparently tried to get out of its path, but
stopped at a rail crossing, killing all three paramedics on board. The patient in the vehicle survived, officials

said.

Paramedics Jeff Ferrand, 37, and John Rook, 23, died at the scene Saturday after the Union Pacific train hit the
front end of the ambulance, spinning it around and ejecting the emergency workers.

A third paramedic, Christopher Klingan, also 23, was taken to a hospital but later died, officials said.

"Perhaps the driver saw the train coming and tried to get back, because a matter of two or three feet and there
would not be an accident," Arkansas State Police Cpl. Darren Neal said.

Neal said the driver apparently decided he couldn't make it across the county road crossing in rural Fulton,
backed up and came only a few feet from getting out of the train's path.

The ambulance was carrying a woman, Charlene Gayton, who had suffered a heart attack or a stroke. She was
not hurt in the wreck, and remained in stable condition late Saturday.

Gayton, 66, was taken to a hospital by her family, who came in another vehicle and pulled her out of the
ambulance. The accident happened about 50 yards from her mobile home.

Witness Beauford Wyatt Sr. said he rushed to help the paramedics, but one of them was already dead and he
couldn't save the other.

"I tried to help," said Wyatt, 25. "He said two words and died in my hands."

Officials said there was a sign at the crossing, but no gates or lights. Train engineer John Harris told police he
saw the ambulance start to cross the tracks Saturday afternoon. He blew the horn, rang the bell and applied the
emergency brake to no avail.

Authorities were investigating.

Copyright © 2005, The Associated Press
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Notes and nonsense

February 20, 2005

FROM THE FOLKS who brought us extra-secure driver's licenses with embedded text and multicolored
holograms comes this surprising approach to teen safety: the notarized permission slip from Mom or Dad.

Don't laugh.

Apparently, top officials at the Motor Vehicle Administration have a lot of confidence in public notaries. Or
perhaps, despite all these years of crusading against forged documents, they believe teens would never think to
fake a note from home.

Here's the background: The General Assembly is considering legislation to restrict passengers under age 18 in
cars driven by teens. It's a sensible measure that addresses a significant problem - distracted young drivers. The
most common cause is having fellow teens in the car with them. It's a big reason why youngsters are
disproportionately involved in accidents. The results can be fatal whether the teens are in the driver's seat or
riding along.

But fear not, parents - the bill is a modest proposal. It applies only to the first 180 days of a teen's provisional
license and exempts relatives living in the same house. And it's a secondary offense. That means a police officer
can't pull a teen over for suspicion of driving with underage passengers. The driver can only get in trouble if
pulled over for a different infraction, such as speeding or running a stop sign. Currently, 21 states have a similar
restriction, including nearby Virginia.

But somehow that's not modest enough for the MV A. During a hearing last week, the agency's administrator
endorsed the bill - but only if it allows for a notarized waiver. No other state has such a system, and the bill's
supporters suspect the MVA may be trying to kill the legislation with a ridiculous loophole.

That doesn't make much sense, because the Ehrlich administration has its own bills aimed at the teen driver
problem. The administration wants to, among other things, extend the learner's permit period from four months
to six months and mandate that any driver under the age of 21 convicted of a drunken or drugged driving
offense have his or her license suspended for at least three years or until age 21, whichever i1s longer.

Those measures are helpful, too, but safety advocates believe Maryland's lack of a restriction on minor
passengers in teen-driven cars is the more pressing need. A House environmental matters subcommittee is
expected to vote on the proposal this week. They have our permission to pass the bill without any silly
amendments.

Copyright © 2005, The Baltimaore Sun

) e e T M s A Sy s VAN TR ST Rl A AR R REtAPRIERY ¢ TEANTYOT WEtlie sendiiTRsTstust e To Nia FATATS




Patient Dies in Ark. Medical Copter Crash Page | of |

EYAbaltimoresun.com

i ' : 3 -3 L PP A BRBRE ;
hitp:/wwav.baltimoresun.com news/nationworld  nation wire:sns-ap-brf-helicopter-crash, 1,6366596.story

Patient Dies in Ark. Medical Copter Crash

By Associated Press
February 21, 2005, 11:08 PM EST

SILOAM SPRINGS, Ark. -- A medical helicopter crashed on takeoff Monday_. killing_a_man who was being
airlifted from a highway accident. The helicopter pilot, a nurse and a paramedic were injured.

Federal Aviation Administration spokesman John Clabes said the medical crew was responding to a traffic
accident about 3 miles north of Cherokee City, near the Arkansas-Oklahoma line.

The helicopter, operated by Air Evac Lifeteam of Claremore, Okla., had just lifted off \yith the 71-year-old
patient aboard, and reached an altitude of about 400 feet, when the chopper began to spin and fell back to the
ground, crashing into a pasture, according to witnesses. The patient, who was from Texas, was pronounced dead
at the scene.

The pilot and a paramedic were in serious condition. The condition of a flight nurse was not immediately
available.

Air Evac is a private air ambulance company serving rural areas in parts of nine states, according to the
company's Web site.

The FAA and the National Transportation Safety Board will investigate.

Copyright © 2003, The Associated Press
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Heart defibrillators are appearing in condos, clubs
around S. Florida

By Jeremy Milarsky
Staff Writer

February 21, 2005

The paddles paramedics use to shock people back to life may someday become as common as a glass-encased
fire extinguisher on the wall.

[n condominiums and clubhouses around South Florida, automatic external defibrillators are popping up on
walls, under security guards' desks and in fitness rooms. The devices, which can save someone suffering a heart
attack, have become cheaper and easier to use, particularly in the past decade.

The technological and economic developments have not gone unnoticed by some of Broward County's
politicians. Already, three Broward cities have passed laws compelling some business owners to keep a
defibrillator on site.

"We're definitely in a transition period," said Brian Webster, a vice president at Medtronic Emergency
Response Systems, a Washington-based company that builds and sells the defibrillators. "I think what's going to
happen is ... you'll begin to see action against facilities that don't carry these, where there's a lot of traffic."

South Florida has begun to see such cases. In December, the family of Alessio Tringali , 49, of Fort Lauderdale,
who suffered a fatal heart attack at an Oakland Park fitness club, sued the club owners, arguing the man's life
could have been saved had there been a defibrillator in the building.

While Florida law does not compel anyone to have the devices, some of Broward's cities do. Last year,
commissioners in Weston and Coral Springs passed a law requiring defibrillators in some government buildings
and businesses.

Sunrise legislators on Jan. 235 passed a law similar to the one in Coral Springs, requiring the devices In
restaurants with more than 100 seats, large fitness clubs and hotels. There's been a push for such laws in other
communities, such as Plantation, where condominium leaders in the community of Lauderdale West recently
acquired a device for their clubhouse.

Although laws have not been as common in Palm Beach County, the county's school board recently agreed to
spend $250,000 to make sure each campus had a defibrillator, and the city of Boynton Beach was honored by
the American Heart Association last year for its efforts to distribute the devices.

There has not, however, been a push for the devices from the insurance industry. Fitness clubs with

defibrillators are unlikely to get a better deal from their insurance companies, said Anita Byer, who owns Setnor
Byer Insurance and Risk in Plantation.
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"They would not benefit from an insurance standpoint," Byer said. "Insurance carriers are usually concerned
about the misuse of such a device."

Sunrise commissioner Don Rosen, who got the idea after hearing about the law in Coral S_prings during a:
meeting cf ths Northwest Council of Mayors, said he was not fazed by the cost of the devices. The defibrillators
can cost between $1,500 and $3,000.

"The benefit far outweighs the cost of the unit," he said.

Training someone to use the devices has also become easier. For example, on their company \_Neb _site, device
manufacturer Royal Philips Electronics shows a S-minute video showing how to revive a victim with one of
their defibrillators.

They used to cost much more. In 1997, a defibrillator cost the Broward County government about $3,500. Now
the county gets them for about $1,500, said Todd Leduc, assistant fire chief for the county.

As the devices have become more affordable, they have also become easier to use, the Heartstart FR2-Plus sold
by Royal Philips Electronics uses electronic text and sensors to tell an amateur rescuer exactly when to shock a
heart-attack victim.

Firefighters in Coral Springs and Weston say they have not seen a documented case of a private person using a
defibrillator on a heart-attack victim before paramedics arrive.

One of the few such cases happened in Hallandale Beach, where government employees have given out the
devices, but haven't started compelling business owners to keep them.

It happened a year ago at a fitness club in Hallandale Beach. Mark Pomerantz, a _dentist who works iI:l the city,
was jogging on the treadmill when he "heard a thud," he said. The man next to him had fallen, suffering from a
heart attack.

Pomerantz grabbed the defibrillator, kept in a box under the front counter, and used it on the man, who
happened to be a patient of his. The man survived.

Pomerantz, who had taken a refresher course in CPR the day before the rescue, doesn't think people should use
the devices without getting some training. But he does think they should be all over the place, encased in glass
and mounted on walls like fire extinguishers.

"I'm in 100 percent agreement of that," Pomerantz said.

. 5 . — W . = = - =y
Jeremy Milarsky can be reached at jmilarsky@sun-sentinel.com or call 954-572-2020.

Copyright © 2005, South Florida Sun-Sentinel
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‘Man not
toobusy -
to volunteer

11woeﬂnum:eﬁmﬂﬁmmnum'r
“telecommunications business
‘seven years ago, he decided to
/380 nito business for himself.
¢, He formed LMJ Investments
-+~ his own company. Then, he
g:mhased three flower shops.
tes Frederick Florist
mRosemont Avenue and two
Jogations of Forget-Me-Not
‘Florist. He runs the business
end of the shops, and stays
away from flower design.

. ."I'm a business man,” he
sald. “You don't want me
designing your flowers.”

After he retiI%d, he took el
another risk, He became a vol- p
unteer firefighter with New Stajf photo by Doug m
Market District Volunteer Fire la? F i
Co. Mr. Alltop said he'd been Lacoe Alltop Is a business owner and firefighter at New Market District Volunteer Fire Co. AN
teaching scuba diving for '

about 20 years when he noticed After signing up with the “T ]ust wanted a way to give night to respond to early morn- g
oldér people were starting take  New Market station and receiv-  back,” he said of volunteering,  ing emergencies. Because he ' ¥ -
up the sport. ing his EMT certification, he He gives back to fire, rescue  lives in Mount Airy, he said it

He decided to become a cer-  took courses in hazardous and law enforcement person- would be difficult for him to
tified emergency medical tech- materlaJs Soon, he was nel, as well, by offering them respond unless he wa _
nician. : nrolled in ﬁmﬁghter courses.  discounts at his flower shops. in the station.’ \ -~ % 1 "

“The best way to do that,” e said, he responds to . He spends nearly 20 hours a He said the nausfwthp
he said, “was to become a r%l’imca]]sthzmmadlcal weekattheﬁmstationm getsrmmsmngaﬁfeis alEn

member of a fire station.” callg said sometimes he spends thd . invaluable.




DAILY BANNER

CAMBRIDGE, MD
TUESDAY 6,750
FEB 22 2005

(AL T

LT L Lore Ll kbt of J

around the main room. Many
had chosen to paint on paper
in the shape of oversized neck-
ties, others chose placemalts.
“l see some good stuff,” Mr.
Jackson said.

Mr. Jackson said the pieces
would be displayed at the

Sireet. A Pictorial History of Pine Street.”

of this week.

As some visitors strolled
and studied the paintings and
drawings, others  visited
author David “Nicky" Henry,
who was signing copies of h
book, “Up Pine Street, A Picto-

we
Asia, there have already

g people who caught t
ckens or ducks. The

trol and Preve
tists expect thal a

ed cases of 1

See Flu — Page 2
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CPD gets four new AEDs

By Pete Macinta
Daity Banner

CAMBRIDGE

e before EMS does for car

Four addi

-ardiac arrest by
1 if they arrive

diac arrest, they're trained to go
ahead and use the AED and per-
form CPR to hopefully to save a
either with us or before we
can get there," Paramedic Kil-

: “Our goal through-
out the city and the county is to
put them anywhere there is
potential for large numbers of
people. That will include any
g or churches where
there is a large gathering of peo-
ple goal is to have an AED in
there.
He continued, “The reason
we need AEDs out in the com-
munity is because for every
minute that passes when some-
body is in sudden cardiac arrest,
their chances of surviving
decrease by 10 percent. It takes
EMS around 10 minutes to
respond to calls even within the
city by the time we can get there
and get themn defibrillated.”
“That gives them a very small
chance of survival. With AEDs,
our goal is to get them defibrillat-
ed within the first three to five

minutes,” he said.
Paramedic Killough said the
AEDs “came from a Federal Rural

“The class to use these is a
four-hour class that has to be
repeated every other year. The
City Police Department has it in
their policy to receive CPR, First

Aid, and AED tra
annual basis," he said.

Concerning AED placement
in non-police settings, he said,
“Before | put an AED in any
building in the county, | make
sure they have the proper train
ing and the number of properly
trained personnel to use
AED has to be used in col
tion with CPR, so you need to
have a CPR and AED class.”

The Maryland Departinent of
Health and Mental Hygiene
(DHMH) said though AEDs are
designed to be used by people
without a medical backgro
those using the equipme

See AED's — Page 2

g on an

Daily Banner/Pete Macinta
Cambridge City Police Chief Kenneth Malik (left) and Para-
medic Ryan Killough displayed Friday new automatic electron-
ic defibrillators Cambridge Emergency Medical Services was
able to provided for the police through a federal grant.
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be trained in the use of the device.
“Once the AED is hooked up o a
patient, it has the ability to deter-
mine if defibrillation is necessary or
if CPR is appropriate,” the DHMH
said.

In 2003, Maryland's layperson
AED program, operated by Mary-
land Institute of Emergency Med-
ical Services System (MIEMSS),
had approved 295 facilities across
the State to use this life-saving
equipment. Since use of the equip-
ment began in 2000, eight lives
have been saved out of 34 atternpts
by the end of 2003.

Defibrillation is useful when
patients present wilh certain car-
diac dysrhythmias, such as ventric-
ular fibrillation (v-fib).

In this malfunction, the ventri-
cles no longer beat with a steady,
full, symmetrical pattern. Instead of
a forceful contraction, there is a
“quivering” of the heart muscle
and the heart is incapable of
pumping oxygenated blood to vital
orgauis.
Tiiose trained place the paddles
of the defibrillator in the proper
positions on the chest. On an

Advance Life Support (ALS) ambu-
lance in Maryland, those trained
can monitor the electronic rhythm
of the heart before and after
administering a jolt of energy.

The amount of power from the
defibrillators is determined by the
body mass of the patient.

Given the fact that a dysrhyth-
inia like v-fib means sure death for
the patient, an objeclive of sending
an electrical shock to the heart is to
silence the chaotic firing of cardiac
cells in the hopes a portion of the
heart will respond with a life-sus-
taining pattern.

CPR is required in such situa-
tions.

When proper medically trained
personnel are present, medica-
tions are administered to the
patient per established Maryland
protocol. ALS units have the capa-
bility to transmit the patient’s elec-
trocardiogram to a medical facility.

Regarding training. each year
MIEMSS sponsors an EMS Care
seminar. EMS Care 2005 is slated
for April 29 to May 1, at the Marriott
Bethesda Hotel in Bethesda. The
meeting is also sponsored by the
Emergency Education Council of
Region V Inc., and hosted by the
Montgomery County Department
of Fire and Rescue Services.

One breakout workshop of the
semninar will be “Cardiac Arrest:
Maryland’s

Experience with AEDs."

In a prepared statement,
MIEMSS said, “Cardiac arrest forims
have been part of the Maryland
EMS Systemn for over four vears.
This presentation will share

state and regional trends seen in
cardiac arrests, AED usage, and
manual defibrillation in Maryland.”

The National Center for Early
Defibrillation (NCED) said in a pre-
pared statement said, “Sudden car-
diac arrest is one of the leading
causes of death in North America.
In fact, sudden cardiac arrest is
truly a public health crisis. Unlike
other health problems of this mag
nitude, however, sudden cardiac
arrest is treatable.

“The cure for most cases of sud
den cardiac arrest is
treatment with a defibrillator, a
device that shocks the heart out of
a fatal rhythm, allowing a normal,
healthy rhythm to resuine,” the
NCED said.

It said though science and
industry have developed a safe and
effective cure that works, few vic-
tims of sudden cardiac arrest have
quick access to this treatment
because many communities have

not yet developed strategies 1o
ensure a defibn
every vic
arrest within five
lapse.
"As a rest
ties, fewer
tims survi
commu
systems
rates of 30 to
more," the NCED s
In regard 1o Ir .
“Learning to use an AED
intuitive and sury
Many people report
ier than learning CPR ™
The N(
COUSes UsL
four hours o allow
hands-on practi
increase user
confidence.”

Clé . the Armieric
EMP  Amernca,
Health and Safety
Nalional Safety
AED manufach
ing resources.”
Staff writer Pete Macinta

can bereached at 228 3728

or petemnacinta@yahoo.com
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PRESTON — The Preston Volunteer Fire

i pany honored its members at
1l awards banquet Feb. 19.

nty

as well as

» un ha

1's emer-

ponders. Sen. Richard

rn, R-37-Mid-Shore, and Del.

kardt, R-37B-Dor¢

Maryvland  General
to the 13 members who
us milestones of

were
of service,
Hob Wahl,

s appreciated

rn said. “If
1 to pay for
taxes would be astro-

served as
ing the
a good-
kept the presenta-
the gathering

Greg  Bennett
respanded to

[ service
ok g
seople who make
I'tese are t guys
» made me look
told the
a warm

1

sband Dave, reported
gone on 529 runs the
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five dive calls, one of
which was a water res-
cue. He thanked those
who supported the
dive team's work and

also took time to thank
Chris Ruark of the
Maryland Department

of Natural Resources

sure suits to the team.
The suits will be used
by those who help the
dive team in cold and
inclement weather.
Ruark will also assist
the dive team this year
when possible.

After the reports
were given, Bennett
and Garey recognized
the fire company's
award winners. Wahl
received the
President’s Award.
Donald  Willoughby
was named Fireman of
the Year and Brent
Marine won the Chief's
Award. Chris Hall, who
was unable to attend
because he is serving
with the Navy, was

left, has the honorary Chief"
Chief Greg Bennett.

. % PHOTOS BY CLAY OWENS
for donating four eXpo- .o v Chief of the Preston Volunteer Fire Company Jack Garey,
s Helmet passed to him by outgoing

From left, Jen Garey, Jonathan Noble, Chip Verdey and Amanda
Minton were the top cadet responders for 2004.

named Rookie of the
Year, His

him. ties.

Butch Frase was hon-
ored as the lop respon-
der for fire calls with 101. He was
followed by Alan Kenton, Brent
Marine, Chris Hall, Troy Plutschak,
Harold Brice, A.]. Plutschak, Jeff
“King Corn” Covey, Craig Meekins,
Russell Dukes, W. Keith Bennett
and Jimmy Cheezum.

Stanley named W. Keith Bennett
as the Ambulance Company’s Driver
of the Year and Dave Stanley as the
EMS Provider of the Year. Dave
Stanley also won the award for most

parents President Andy Garey kept the crowd
accepted the award for entertained during the evening's festivi-

Marine, Rob MacGiltey,
Troy Plutschak, W. Keith
Bennett, Lee Messick,
Ron Fearins, Russell
Dukes, Chris Hall and Kenny Doyle.

Jen Garey and Amanda Minton
were named Cadets of the Year.
Garey also led cadets in emergency
responses with 46,

Jenny Kenton was honored for her
service as company photographer
and Lisa Covey and Dianne Garey
received flowers in appreciation for

The fire officers for 2005 are:
President: Andy Garey; Vice
President: Troy Brooks; Secretary:
Elaine Boyd; Treasurer: Kenny
Doyle; Fifth Trustee: Donald
Willoughby; Chief Jack Garvey;
First Assistant Chief Butch Frase;
Second Assistan’ Chief Jimmy
mu._.mmuc_ﬂ” Owug:_ ryan M

Preston Fire Company's top fire responders for 2004

Engineer Jeff Covey; First Chief
Engineer Dave Stanley and Secontt
Assistant Chiefl Engi
Wright.

The EMS officers for 2005 are:
EMS Captain Dave Stanley; EMS
Lieutenant Jimmy Cheezum and
L.MS Secretary/Treasurer Dianne
Garey. David Wright is the Dive




GAZETTE (MOUNT AIRY)

MT. AIRY, WD
WEEKLY 12,000
FEB 24 2005

OO O

CapitalClipping Service

T4 E)
.l 23 103, .

Lawmakers seek to extend
commission on vaccines

Jenge ¢
Volunteer group would review
issues with flu immunization

by Ryan Basen
Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After an unexpected vaccine short-
age kicked off a tumultuous, ongoing flu season, some
Maryland lawmakers want to ensure the state is more
prepared in the future,

The House is expected to vote Thursday on a bill to
extend the Statewide Commission on Immunizations, a
three-year-old, Baltimore-based commussion that prima-
rily examines the distribution of influenza and other
vaccines.

The volunteer commission may also decide which
immunizations to require for schoolchildren and may
educate the public about vaccine shortages.

The current flu season has challenged the commis-
sion and the public, with both a shortage and then
surplus of flu vaccines, and a double-whammy of res-
piratory and stomach viruses that have crowded hos-
pitals.

Del. James Hubbard, D-Prince George’s, who spon-
sored the bill that established the commussion in 2002,
also has sponsored this year's measure to extend it be-
yond its May 31 expiration.

The House Health and Government Operations
Committee voted unanimously Friday to limit the com-
mission’s extension to another three vears.

Lawmakers must continue the commission, Hub-
bard said, because of the current flu season’s impact.

In fall 2004, Brtish regulators shut down a leading
vaccine producer because of contamination, causing a
shortage in the United States. Marvlanders followed
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines
and reserved flu vaccines for only the most needv pa-
tients.

But by January, when hospitals were turning away
patients because of high flu activity, the state had accu-
mulated a vaccine surplus

The commission must work ahead to prevent future
flu vaccine supply problems, Hubbard said, and ensure
that all vaccines are distributed evenly to the people
who need them.

“We'll see what they can do to make supply versus
demand early on a much easier process,” said Hubbard,
chairman of the House health committee’s Fublic health
subcommittee. “We've got a ton of problems to deal
with.” _

Richard Alcorta, Maryland's emergency medical
services director, said the typical flu virus = a respirato-
rv influenza - has actually been milder than normal this
season. But an unusually widespread gastrointestinal
virus has stuffed hospitals with sick patients.

The commission could not have predicted nor pre-
vented this chaotic season, Alcorta said.

It will be charged with helping Marvlanders adjust to
such a season in the future, though.

Greg Reed, the commission’s staffer for the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene, said addressing
vaccine shortages and studying a current controversy
over mercury levels in vaccines will be two of its top pri-
orities.

Manv researchers, including Rockville geneticist
Mark Geier, attribute a surge in brain-development dis-
orders like autism to high levels of mercury in vaccnes
given to small children

Reed said the commission meets about once every
quarter and costs the state verv little, probably less than
1,000 annuallv. There are 13 volunteer doctors on the
COMMISSION.

“It’s nice to have an independent entity that's capa-
ble of providing factual information and opinions,”
Reed said, “regarding some of the problems and chal-
lenges that we're facing.”

The commussion 15 already studying next season’s flu
vaccination supply because companies start working on
producing the vaccines months in advance.

“That's the reason we need to keep {the commission)
around,” said House health committee Chairman John
Adams Hurson, D-Montgomeryv. “We need to have a
botter handle on how vou make vaceines . | think that's
why the bidl's woing 1o pass
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ER addresses critical need

The heart surgeon R. Adams Cowley, a
pioneering trauma specialist at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, decades ago reco i
that rapid treatment for severely injured pa-
tients could ex-

ponentially Montgomery
mg“ County
survival.

He s credit-

ed with coining the phrase the “golden hour”
inuaumacare——[eceh;ingcﬂticalcaremm-
in 60 minutes after a major injury can make
the difference between life and death.

Legislation that would allow Shady Grove

Adventist Hospital to open a satellite emer-
gency room in Germantown is entering its
own golden hourin Annapolis this month.
[ awmakers are considering two bills —one
in the Senate, one in the House — that
would allow Adventist to start the center
without a “certificate of need” issued by
state health regulators, who routinely con-
duct exhaustive reviews and hearings.

Those regulators rejected the hospital’s
earlier bid for a certificate, questioning
whether a stand-alone emergency room
would be cost-effective and whether there
are broader policy implications for the de-
livery of health-care services.

The association representing hospitals
and the state health department also have
varying degrees of heartburn with the pro-
posed legislation, which creates a loop-
hole for Adventist's Germantown center.

Shady Grove's statistics demonstrate the

need for a northern satellite. The hospital
estimates that about 40 percent of the peo-
ple treated in the ER atits Rockville hospital
were from upper Montgomery County.

Community groups have rallied in sup-
port of the Shady Grove plan, pointing to
congestion on the roads between Ger-
mantown and Rockville, which can delay a
trip to the hospital, as a real concern.

Even by the most conservative esti-
mates, population growth for northern
Montgomery and southern Frederick
counties will provide a sufficient patient
base in the years ahead. The Germantown
center also could fill a void when other
emergency rooms are too busy or closed.

From the vantage point of health regu-
lators, there most certainly are broader
policy issues to be aired, including
whether Marvland's health rules are in
step with the way care is being brokered
these days.

Like it or not, emergency rooms have
become the doctor’s office for those lack-
ing insurance, or regular access to d doctor
or clinic.

State rules requiring in-patient beds at
acute-care centers, like emergency rooms,
might need to be refreshed. Those rules
were a stumbling block in Adventist’s re-
quest fora certificate, first made two years
ago.

Absent immediate changes in state reg-
ulations, Shady Grove needs the support
of the legislature for a special exception.
The clock is ticking.
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Charles Riley, 75, was firefighters' advocate

By Frederick N. Rasmussen
Sun Staff

February 25, 2005

Charles W. Riley, a longtime volunteer with the Abingdon Fire Co. and lobbyist for the Maryland State
Firemen's Association, died Sunday at St. Joseph Medical Center from complications of heart bypass surgery.
He was 75.

Mr. Riley was born in Harford County's Upper Crossroads Village and raised in nearby Perryman. He was a
1948 graduate of Bel Air High School, where he starred on the track team - a sport that won him an athletic
scholarship to attend the University of Maryland, College Park.

From 1951 to 1959, he was a chemical technician at Edgewood Arsenal - leaving to take a job with Chemical
Products Co. in Aberdeen.

He became an owner of Chemical Products in 1965, and a partner in Paidon Products Co. in Aberdeen in 1982.
The two businesses manufacture chemical products, janitorial supplies and Kwik paint remover. He retired in
1991 after selling his interests in them.

Mr. Riley became a volunteer firefighter in 1953 when he joined the Abingdon company, and remainec_l a
firefighter and emergency medical services responder until 1990. He remained active in an administrative
capacity until his death.

Through his more than 50 years of service with the fire company, Mr. Riley was credited with helping guide its
development in becoming a highly trained and well-equipped organization.

"He was a driving influence and leader in the department. He was also one of the older members you went to
when there was a problem or you needed advice," said Chief Albert H. "Cubby" Bair, who has headed the
department for 30 years.

Since 1954, Mr. Riley has been a member of the Harford County Volunteer Fire and EMS Associ_alion, also
serving as vice president, secretary and treasurer. He joined the Harford-Cecil Firemen's Association in 1957
and was inducted into its Hall of Fame in 1989.

For more than 30 years, Mr. Riley was a member of the Maryland State Firemen's Association. He was a fonner
president and chaired its legislative committee - a role that made him a familiar figure in Annapolis lobbying on
issues involving firefighters and emergency medical services personnel.

"He'd go to Annapolis for the 90-day session and paid his own way. He worked hard on bills and legislation that
would benefit firefighters and emergency medical services in Maryland," said Benjamin W. Kurtz, a member of
the Jarrettsville Volunteer Fire Dept. and treasurer of the Harford-Cecil Firemen's Association.

Mr. Riley in 1985 helped secure passage of Senate Bill 508, known as the William H. Amoss Fund, which
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Charles Riley, 75, was firefighters' advocate Page 2 of 2

provides monetary support for volunteer and career fire, rescue and ambulance companies in Maryland.

He helped create the Fire Service Low Interest Loan Program - a revolving $1 million low-interest lending
program for volunteer fire, rescue and ambulance companies acquiring equipment. He also helped secure state
financial support for five regional fraining centers across Maryland.

"Charlie was the kind of man who said what he thought and was straight up. He did everything he could to help
protect the citizens of Maryland. It was the primary drive of his life," said William J. Dousa Jr., an Abingdon
Fire Co. board member and trustee. "He was well respected in Annapolis because he was so knowledgeable and
the easiest guy in the world to talk to."

Mr. Riley was a longtime member and chairman of the Harford County Liquor Control Board.

He was a 50-year member of Cokesbury United Methodist Church, where he had been chairman of the board,
caretaker of its cemetery and a Sunday school teacher.

Services with departmental honors will be held at 10:30 a.m. today at the Abingdon Fire Co., 3306 Abingdon
Road, and his casket will be transported aboard Engine 414, a Pierce white-and orange pumper, to the church
cemetery.

Survivors include his wife of 54 years, the former Phoebe "Sis" V. Nichols; two sons, Charles A. "Chip" Riley
and Bruce R. Riley, both of Bel Air; a brother, Bradley M. Riley of Perryman; and three grandchildren.

Copyright © 2005, The Baltimore Sun
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“These are transferable health skills. It’s another way for students,
especially on the west side of the county, to get allied health skills.”

Rhonda Hoyman, technical programs supervisor for Baltimore County Schools

———

GENE SWEENEY JR.: SUN STAFF
gj;dp;ﬂi&epﬂo (center, standing) watches Woodlawn High students and EMT trainees Wesley Watson (left), Jeriel Waters
eith Carr perform a training exercise inside the Woodlawn Volunteer Fire Company’s ambulance.

Students respond to class
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that teaches EMT training

Paramedics: A\ Balti-
more County program
helps teens learn medical
treatmeént in an effort to re-
cruit more blacks in the
Fire Department.

By ANicA BUTLER . =
BUN BTAFF TR

On a recent frigid and wet eve-
ning at the Woodlawn Volunteer
Fire Company, students from
Woodlawn High School bundled
up and happily shoveled the snow
from the front of the station.

Then the alarm sounded. Wes-
ley Watson, a 17-year-old junior,
raced Into the firehouse and
hopped aboard an ambulance
with two of the department's
paramedics. They raced — sirens
blaring and lights flashing — to a
car accildent on Dogwood Road,
where Watson helped take an in-
jured person'’s vital signs.

Watson and the other students
are enrolled in a new Emergency
Medical Services and Fire Rescue class
at Woodlawn High. Offered elsewhere in
the county since 1996, the class was in-
troduced at Woodlawn in late fall,

though a shaky start meant the stu-
dents were without supplies and a regu-
lar teacher until last month.

CHRISTOPHER T. ABSAF : SUNBTAFF
Wesley Watson, 17, gets ready to respond to an
emergency call. He has been out on 30 calls, more
than any other student.

But school and Baltimore County fire
officials are working to get the program
on track. It's important, they say, not
just for the students, but also for a de-
partment that is trying to recruit more
emergency medical workers and attract
more blacks to the department.

“We do want a fire department
that represents the community,”
sald Capt. Glenn A. Blackwell of
the Fire Rescue Academy.

The Woodlawn class meets at
the high school from 11:15 a.m. to
2:15 p.m. five days a week. Stu-
dents learn CPR and how to take
vital signs and administer medi-
cal treatment — the skills they
will be tested on to be certified as
emergency medical technicians,
or EMTs, when the class is done.

Watson is hoping for a career in
the department — one that will
take him to captain or even chief.

As part of the class, the 16 stu-
dents must join the Woodlawn de-
partment. After completing a
checklist of such skills as learning
to operate a stretcher, flll oxygen
bottles and take inventory of the
ambulance, students are eligible
to go on ride-alongs with the med-
ical personnel. After passing tests,
the students are allowed to take
vital signs and help out on the
calls.

“There's a huge difference be-
tween working on a mannequin
and working on a real human,”
said EMS Lt. Philip DePalo, who
works with the students.

- Not all the students are interested in

joining the Fire Department. For many,

the class. and the resulting certification.

is a first step to other medical careers.
“I've always wanted to be a doctor.”

sald 16-vear-old |See EMT, 25]
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GOV. EHRLICH HOLDS
13 EVENTS IN COUNTY

Governor Robert L. Ehrlich. Jr.
and his executive cabinet held
thirteen events in Montgomery
County last week. highlighting
several of Governor Ehrlich's
successful initiatives. Governor
Ehrlich. Lt. Governor Michael 5.
Steele. and their executive cabi-
net also gathered at Rockwille
City Hall to hold a Cabinet
Meeting hosted by Rockville
Mayor Giammo in the City
Council Chambers. The meeting
was broadcast on the local cable
access channel. ¥ .2 -1}

“Today'seventsdemonstrate my
deep commitment to the concerns
of the citizens of Montgomery
County,” said Governor Ehrlich.
“The initiatives we highlight
today are making Montgomery
County and all of Maryland a
cleaner, safer and more prosper-
ous place to live.”

Some of the highlights of the
events were:

Inter-County Connector ' 1CC
Tour: The Governor and state

agencies provided an overview of
environmer:tal projects related
to ICC construction followed by
a tour of the LCC route. The
1CC 1s Governor Ehrlich’s top
transportat.on priornty. Agencies
Department of Transportation
Department of Agriculture.
DepartmentotNatural Resources.
Department of Planning. and the
Department of the Environment

Project Lead tne Way: Lt
Governor together with seven
state agencies highlighted
the interagency collaboration
between education K-16 and
workforee nd  econonic deve.s
opment They visited Madrader
High Schu: o mterict with =tu

jonts and =vatl nvoived vn
PLTW

Project  Led the Way
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of Education with guidance from
other agencies, as well as the
Maryland business community.
PLTW is designed to help schools
give students the knowledge
and skills they need to excel in
high-tech fields, such as eng-
neering. Agencies: Department
of Education, Department
of Business and Beonomic
Development. Department of
Labor, L¢ensing and Regulation.
Departthent of General Services,
Governor's Office of Minority
Affairs, Governor's Office of
Servic and  Volunteerism,
Maryl‘zm Higher Education
Commission

Collaborative Supervision and
Focused Enforcement Initiative
tC-SAFE): The Lt. Governor
Joined the state agencies and
community groups in highlight-
ing the International C-SAFE
initiative. This public safety pro-
gram combines state and local
planning, policing, adult and
Jjuvenile probation offices, sup-
port of addiction recovery, com-
munity mobilization, community
prosecution and nuisance abate-
ment to fight crime in the local
area. Agencies: Governor's Office
of Crime Control and Prevention,
Department of Public Safety
and Correctional Services,
Department of Juvenile Services.
State Police

Health and Medical Homeland
Security  Event: Governor
Ehrlich’s homeland security
team demonstrated results of
Homeland Security grant fund-
ing and toured state-of-the-
art displays at the Emergency
Operations Center. From th re.
the event moved to the SHady
ALirove  Hospital where the
Secreraries toyred hospitii decon-

tamination ten - i viewed SVS-
tem- <tatic disivav  coordimated
s¥stem with all nospitals . NCR
UASL purchase o inter-hespital

communication Radio Demo.,
Agencies: Office of Homeland
Seéun’ty_ Maryland Emer ncy
Management Agency, Maryland
Institute for Emergency Medical
Services Systems, Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene.
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Emergency rooms busy as flu season kicks in

¢ Site Seeing Links

: z BALTIMORE (AP) - State health officials say if you just have the * The P°i':'t
GB' ""S... flu, don't go to the emergency room. * Truth, Lies & Red Ta
and more * Got This
¥ Widespread influenza cases are crowding emergency rooms » Meet the News Centr

Nightlyon B e e
News Central

TELL US

Governor Ehrlich says no one should hesitate to seek emergency Do you think the Pope s
services. But he adds, "when calling 911, be sure there is a true

emergency situation." ;
Tell us what you think.
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Research Note

February 2005

T

During the typical daylight moment in 2004, 3% of drivers

on the road were holding cellular phones to their ears,
compared to 4% in 200 ’, and 3% in 2000. These results
are from the National Occupant Protection Use Survey
(NOPUS), which provides the only probability-based
observed data on driver cell phone use in the United States.
The NOPUS is conducted annually by the National Center
for Statistics and Analysis in the Naticnal Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA).

The NOPUS's finding of 5% use of hand-held phones in
2004 transiates into an estimated 800,000 vehicles on the
road during the typical daylight moment in 2004 driven by
someone holding a phone. It also means that approximately
8% of drivers were using wireless phones in some manner,
whether they were holding the phone or using some hands-
free device. These results were obtained by combining
results from the NOPUS with data from the National
Household Travel Surve search studies (Boyle et
ot

al., to appear) and (Stutt

Driver CeII Phone Use 2000- 2004
| E2000 [ []2002 []2004

8%
6%
5% |
L 4% | 4% .
3% , |
] S ) i )
Hand-Held Phones All Cell Phones

Drivers Holding Phones in 2004,
By Presence of F'assengers

6%
— 5% D
| [
|
N . ]
2%
— F—— =
| S . (- |
Drvers Drving Dev it Drvirs
Alooe ALl

DOT HS 808 847

Driver Gell Phone Use in 2004 — Overall Results

Donna Glassbrenner, Ph.D.

The 2004 NOPUS also found the following:

Hand-held cell phone use increased among drivers
between the ages of 16 and 24, from 5% in 2002 to 8%
in 2004.

Hand-held cell phone use increased among female
drivers, from 4% in 2002 to 6% in 2004,

Drivers are more likely to use their phones when they
are driving alone. In 2004, 6% of drivers observed
driving alone were holding cell phones, compared to
2% among drivers who had at least one passenger.

In the first nationwide observed estimate of driver
headset use, the NOPUS found that 0.4% of drivers
were speaking with headsets on in 2004,

Drivers Holding Phones in 2004,
By Gender and Age

8%
6%

| 5% |
4% | .
— 7-.._.......- | — — — {
il I |

| 1%

R Malea Femalos Ages Agey T Ages

16-24 25-69 (8

Drivers Wearing Headsets in 2004,
By Presence of Passengers

0.5%
0.4%
J] —
All Drvera Drivers Driving Drivers With
Alone Al Least One
Passcnger

400 Seventh St. SW, Washington, D.C. 20580
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Drivers Speaking with Headsets On, by Major Characteristics  Survey Methodology

The National Occupant Protection
Headset Highs 1%?':::’121 ) Use Suryey (NOPUS) ia the only
Driver Group' Use? Use Rates® probability-based observational survey
______ of ariver cell phone use in the United
| All Drivers Ut | States. The survey observes usage
Males 05 | | asit actually occurs at a random
Females 0.2% selection of roadway sites, and so
Drivers Who Appear to Be* provides the best tracking of driver cell
Ages 16-24 0.8% phone use in this country.
Ages 25-69 0.3% The survey data is collected by
Ages 70 and Up NA sending observers 1o a set of
Drivers Who Appear to Be* probabilistically sampled intersections
White | | controlled by a stop sign or stoplight,
Black 1. 8% « "
| Memibers of Cther Races 02% | | Sites, }!ehlcles, and
Orliere &n Motorists Observed
Expressway Exit Ramps 0.4%
Surface Streets 0.3% Numbers of | 2002 | 2004 |Change|
Drivers Traveling Through |
Light Precipitation [ 0.1% Sites
Fog ; NA . Observed Lol | at e
Clear Weather Conditions | 0.4%
Drivers of Vehicles
Passenger Cars 0.4% Observed | 37000| 38,000} 8%
Vans & SUVs 0.3%
Pickup Trucks 0.4% Drivers
Drivers in the Observed' 4r000 5'000 25%
Northeas! 1.0% : ':ggi ;g:%g 30,000| 32,000 7%
Tlﬁiliiﬁﬁf . L i ! Ages 70+ 3,000 | 2,000 | -33%
West 1.3 | ‘Estimiates do not sum 1o Tolals oug to
Drivers in |rounding.
Urban Areas 0.9%
Suburban Areas 0.2% where motorists are observed from
Rural Areas 0.4% the roadside. Data are collected
Drivers Traveling During between the hours of 8 AM and 6 PM.
Weekdavs Only stopped vehicles are observed
.v._‘,‘_h?h_('m Rush FOUrS to permit time to coliect the variety
S of information required by the survey,
e including subjective assessments of
SRR : — — motorists’ age and race. Observers
 Drivers of Vehicles in Which® collect data on the driver anc
| Fey;Are s Sole: Ocouemnt Q5% - observe the presence of a right front
| There s At Least One Passenger 0.1% L passenger and up 10 WO Passengers
Drivers of Vehicles in Which® in the seccnd row of seats. Observers
S8 : 1 CH Pt i do not interview motorists, so that
qars § % the NOPUS captures the untainted

behavior of vehicle occupants. The

2004 NOPUS data were collected
v oy Dbetween June 7 and July 11, 2004,

excluding the period July 2-5,

Because the NOPUS sites were

cnosen through probabilistic means,
can aralyze the statistical

significance of s results. Statstically

Source: "

NHTSAs National Center for Statstics and Analysis 400 Seventh St.. SWW. Washington, B.C. 20590




significant increases in hand-held
phone use during the pericds 2000-
2002, 2000-2004, and 2002-2004 are
identified in the table “Drivers Holding
Phones, by Major Characteristics”

by a resuil thal is 0% o1 gieater in
columns 7. 11, and 13, respectively.
Significantly high and low levels of cell
phone use, such as the higher hand-
held use rates by drivers between the
ages of 16 and 24 in 2004 compared
to older drivers. are identified by H's
and L's in columns 3, 5, and 9 of the
table “Drivers Holding Phones, by
Major Characteristics", and in column
3 of “Drivers Speaking with Headsets
On, by Major Characteristics”. Such
comparisons are made within
categories, such as age group,
delineated by solid horizontal lines in
the table. The exception to this is the
grouping “Drivers Traveling During .. ",
in which weekdays are compared to
weekends, and weekday rush hour to
weekday non-rush hour.

The NOPUS uses a complex multi-
stage probability sample, statistical
data editing, imputation of unknown
values, and complex estimation and
variance estimation procedures.

See the NHTSA Technical Report
referenced below for more information
on these procedures.

The estimates of the numbers of
drivers cn phones and the percent of
drivers using cell phones hands-free
were derived via calculations that
use data from the publicalions (Boy'e
et al., 1o appear) and (Stutts et al.,
2003). and from the Department of
Transportation's National Household
Travel Survey. These calculations are
explained in detall in the upcoming
publication “Drivar Cell Phane Use

in 2004 - Analysis™. expected (o ba
pubiished ir tre Scong of 2005,

Data collecuon, estimatior, andg
variance estimation for the NCPLIS
are conducted by Westat, Inc. under
the direction of the National Center
for Statistics and Analysis in NHTSA
under federal contract number
DTNH22-00-D-07001.

NHTSAs National Center for Statistics and Analysis

Definitions

Drivers were counted as “using

a hand-held phone” if they were
holding to their ear what appeared

lo ihe otserver 1o be a phone, In
particular, drivers holding Persenal
Data Assistants PDAs or corded car
phones to their ears might have been
counted as holding a phone. (They
would have been so counted if the
PDA or car phone appeared to the
observer to be some type of phone.)
Drivers need not have been speaking
nte the phone to be counted as using
the phone. Drivers who were dialing
or otherwise manipulating a phone,
but nor holding it to their ear, were not
counted as holding a phone, as such
activity cannol pe reliably observed
from the roadside.

Drivers were counted as “using a
headset" if they appeared to have

on their head a device that had a
microphone, and they appeared to be
speaking. The microphone might be
on a wand or other visible attachment.
Devices identified as headsets need
not have a headpiece (i.e. a piece

of plastic running across the top of
the head), and need not have a wire
attached to them. Drivers identified
by the survey as using headsets might
nave been, for instance, using voice-
activated soltware on a laptop seated
on the seat next to them, rather than
speaking on a cell phone. Observers
cid not attempt to distinguish these
two behaviors because they cannot
oe reliably distinguished from the
roadside. Likewise, drivers identified
as using headsets might have been
speaking to a cassenger or him- or
nerself. rather than speaking into the

Reddse!.

Ve nete that thera are maeans by
which drivers can use a cell phone that
wouid neither be recorded as holding
a phone nor as using a headset in the
NOPUS. For instance, some phones
have a push-- ik feature, In which
the user pushes a button on the
phone when s/he wishes 1o speak and
releases the outton when s/he wishes
o hear the personis) on the cther end
of tne line via a speaxerphore built into

il phane. Additiore

via which a driver can converse

on a phone hands-free. Drivers
conversing on phones via either of
these technologies would not appear
to roadside observers to be holding
phones to therr ears (assuming the
push-to-talk users are not holding the
phone to their ear), and would not be
wearing headsets.

The racial categories “Black”, "White",
and “"Other Races" appearing

in the tables reflect subjective
characterizations by roadside
observers regarding the race of
motorists. Likewise observers'
recorded the age group (8-15 years:
16-24 years; 25-69 years; and 70
years or older) that best fit their
visual assessment of each observed
motorist.

“Expressways” are defined to be
roadways with limited access, while
“*surface streets” comprise all other
roadways. All expressway data in this
report were collected at exit ramps
having stop signs or stoplights.

Driver cell phone use is largely
unrestricted by State laws. No States
ban use outright. Two States and the
District of Columbia ban the use of
hand-held phones while driving. One
of these bans took effect in 2001 (New
York). and two in 2004 {New Jersey in
May 2004 and D.C. in July 2004).

A small number of States otherwise
restrict the manner of use, e.g.. by
requiring sound to travel unimpaired
to at least one of the driver's ears or
requiring at least one hand on the
steering wheel at all times. A few
States ban use in certain situations,
such as when operating a school bus
or public transit vehicle. In addition,
some major cities have hand-held
bans or otherwise rasirct use.

Driving while using a headset is

even less restricted by traffic laws.

No States or major cities ban use
outright. As with driver cell phone
use, a small number of States restrict
the manner of use, €.g., by requiring
sound to travel unimpaired to at least
one of the driver's ears, or ban certain
types of use in certain situations,
such as by banning cell phone use
iwhether hand-held or hands-free)
when operating a school bus or public
transit venicle.

400 Seventh St., SW. Washington, DC. 20530



For More Information

For detailed analyses of the data in
this publication, as well as additional
data and information on the survey
Casian andaralysis procadires, sgo
the upcoming publication "Crver

Cell Phone Use in 2004 - Analysis”,
expected to be available at the website
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/
departments/nrd-30/ncsa/Availinf.htmi
in the Spring of 2005.

States with Laws Banning
Hand-Held Cell Phone Use
While Driving

20042
New York

20021
. New York

New Jersey

Laws in etfect as ot June 30, 2002. i
Laws in etfect as of July 30, 2004 !

ww NN Cot gov

nhtsc

people saving people

NHTSAs National Center for

Statistics and Analysis

The NOPUS aiso cbserves other
types of restraints, such as safety
pelt use by adult motorists and

the use of motorcycle helmets and
child restraints. This publication is
part ¢f & sernes that presents overall
results from the survey on these
topics. Please see other members
of the series, such as "Safety Belt
Use in 2004 - Overall Results”, and
the corresponding NHTSA Technical
Report “Safety Belt Use in 2004
-Overall Analysis”, for the latest data
on these topics

Q

National Highway Trafic Satety
Administration
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